
Why is Council providing 
grants for businesses?

Through the ‘Have Your Say’ project, Council heard from the community 
that they wanted better outcomes for businesses and more events that 
bring visitation from outside of the Shire.

Council have introduced the Business and Tourism Innovation Grant 
program to support projects and activities that will grow jobs and 
investment across Murrindindi Shire. 

Council believe this is a vital goal because prosperity is important in 
our communities – it’s important that we have strong and sustainable 
businesses that create employment opportunities for local people and 
grow the local economy.

Who can apply? Businesses, organisations and groups are eligible to apply. 

Applicants must be a legal entity and have an ABN, ACN, be 
Incorporated or have an incorporated auspice.

Applicants or projects must be based within the Shire of Murrindindi.

My business/group is located 
outside of the Murrindindi 
Shire. Am I eligible to apply?

Yes, if your project will be delivered within the Murrindindi Shire and 
deliver job growth and investment in the local economy. 

Please refer to Council’s website at www.murrindindi.vic.gov.au/grants  
for a map of the Shire.

What can I apply for? Grants are available to fund projects that lead to increased 
employment opportunities and increased investment in the local 
economy. These projects will create employment and community 
prosperity and turn innovative ideas into reality.

There are 5 streams of funding: 

• Business Support (max $2,000)
• Business Growth or Establishment (max $20,000)
• Industry and Economy Growth (max $50,000)
• Events Kick Starter Program (max $15,000) 
• Major Events Leverage Fund (max $20,000).

You will find that the amount of background and information you 
need to provide increases according to the amount of funding you are 
seeking

Please refer to the ‘What can we apply for?’ section in the Business and 
Tourism Innovation Grant Guidelines. You can find these on Council’s 
website at www.murrindindi.vic.gov.au/grants.

BUSINESS & TOURISM
INNOVATION GRANTS
FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS



How do I apply? Application Forms can be obtained from and must be lodged on 
Murrindindi’s e-Tendering Portal which can be accessed at: https://www.
tendersearch.com.au/murrindindi/tenders-list.asp. 

While this site is primarily set-up for procuring goods and services, 
Council is also using it to manage applications to the Business and 
Tourism Innovation Grant program. You will need to register on the 
website and download the application documents. You will submit your 
application and attachments to this site.

Council will not accept applications received by any other means 
including hard-copy and email applications.

I’m not sure if my project is 
eligible. Is there anyone I can 
talk to?

If you would like to discuss making an application there are a number 
of options available.  You can:

• Come along to our information session from 
9.30 – 11.00am on Wednesday 21 February 2018 at the Y Water 
Discovery Centre, 2 Hood St, Yea 
(please RSVP to grants@murrindindi.vic.gov.au by Monday 19 February 
2018)

• Book a one-on-one meeting with one of our officers where you can 
learn more about the grants process and eligibility. Meetings will be 
held on Monday 26 and Tuesday 27 February. Watch our website for 
further information about these sessions.  

• Phone Council and speak to one of our Customer Service team on 
(03) 5772 0333.

How do I use the e-Tendering 
Portal?

To access the application forms you need to register on the 
e-Tendering Portal. It is free to register and simply a matter of providing 
your contact details on the registration form.

You can ask questions on-line via Murrindindi’s e-Tendering portal using 
the “Question Forum”. Questions are answered quickly – generally 
within the day.

Please call 1800 836 337 if you have any trouble using the e-Tendering 
portal including downloading documents or uploading your Application 
Form and attachments.

When do applications close? You can lodge your application any time until 3pm on Wednesday 14 
March 2018.

Make sure you allow enough time to upload and submit 
your Application Form, as the e-Tendering system automatically 
locks at the Closing Date and Time preventing applications being 
submitted after this time.

I don’t have a business plan. 
Should I still apply?

Business Support Grants provide funding up to $2,000 to support 
business capacity building initiatives such as mentoring services, 
business planning, skill development and financial advice.  

This includes the development of business plans. 

The Business Support Grants are not a cash allocation. Council 
will reimburse successful grant applicants for costs incurred on the 
approved project. Successful applicants will need to submit an invoice 
to Council with evidence it has been paid.



My business plan has not 
been endorsed by a Council 
nominated accountant. 
What do I do?

Council will accept business plans in the first round of funding that 
have not been endorsed by an Accountant.

As part of the evaluation process Council may seek advice from an 
accountant on Business Plans submitted.

Is there a project plan template 
I can use?

A basic project plan template is available on Council’s website at 
www.murrindindi.vic.gov.au/grants. 

Remember to include high level activities that will start after the grant 
has been approved. Do not include activities that have already started.

Is there anyone who can help 
me with an economic/benefit 
analysis?

Council uses REMPLAN to develop economic/benefit analyses. 

You can find out more about REMPLAN and how Council can assist you 
by:

• Coming along to our information session at 
9.30 – 11.00am on Wednesday 21 February 2018 at the Y Water 
Discovery Centre, 2 Hood St, Yea (please RSVP to 
grants@murrindindi.vic.gov.au by Monday 19 February 2018)

• Booking a one-on-one meeting with our officers where you can learn 
more.  Meetings will be held on Monday 26 and Tuesday 27 February, 
2018.  Watch our website at www.murrindindi.vic.gov.au/grants for 
further information about these sessions.  

• Phone Council and speak to one of our Customer Service team on 
(03) 5772 0333.

Who should I talk to about an 
event management plan?

Before you develop an event management plan please discuss the 
Events Process with the Tourism & Events Officer on (03) 5772 0333. 
They will advise you of the documents required for your event. 
You will need to submit copies of the required documents with your 
application.

I don’t think my project/idea is 
ready. Will there be another 
round of grants?

The Business and Tourism Innovation Grants is an annual grant 
program. There are two rounds every financial year and the total pool 
of grant funds available in a year will be set as part of Council’s budget 
process.

A total pool of $280,000 is available in 2017/2018 across the 5 
streams.

Round 1 will open for application on Wednesday, 14 February 2018 
and close at 3pm on Wednesday, 14 March 2018. Round 1 applications 
will be assessed in April/May 2018 and successful grants will be 
announced in early June 2018. 

Round 2 will open for applications in May and close in early July 2018.  
Round 2 applications will be assessed in August 2018 and successful 
grants will be announced in September 2018. Watch our website for 
more information about Round 2 opening and closing dates.  

I’m concerned about 
confidentiality of my proposed 
project. Will my application 
and attachments be treated 
confidentially?

Yes, Council treats all grant applications as ‘Commercial in Confidence’.



What happens after we have 
submitted our application?

Once the applications have been received, they will be assessed 
for eligibility and compliance. Eligible and complying applications 
will be evaluated by an independent panel. This panel will make 
recommendations to Council about which applications should be 
funded and the allocations will be formally approved at a Council 
meeting.

When will we know if our 
application was successful?

Applications are assessed in the month after applications close 
with announcements made at the close of the following month. For 
example, a round that closes on 30 March, would be assessed in April 
and announcements made in May.

Council will contact you and advise if your application was successful 
or not. This will happen before Council publically announces the 
grants.

Will I need to enter into a 
funding agreement with 
Council?

Yes. The funding agreement outlines the commitments and obligations 
of Council and the applicant to each other. This includes reporting, 
milestone dates, timeframes and budget obligations.

Do I need to submit an 
acquittal report when my 
project is complete?

Acquittal requirements will be outlined in the funding agreement you 
have with Council. If an acquittal report is required, templates will be 
provided as part of the funding agreement.

You will be required to provide evidence that Council’s contribution to 
your project has been acknowledged in traditional and social media.

Business Support Grants do not require a formal acquittal, although 
we are always pleased to hear how these grants have helped your 
business grow.

I have a question that is not 
covered in the FAQs. Who 
should I ask?

Please ask your questions on-line via Murrindindi’s e-Tendering 
portal using the “Question Forum”. Questions are answered quickly – 
generally within the day.

Is there an opportunity to 
comment on the Business 
and Tourism Innovation Grant 
program?

Once the first round of funding is completed and allocations made, the 
outcomes and processes from the round will be reviewed to see how 
we can improve the process. 

There is also an opportunity to provide feedback in the acquittal report 
on processes during the project period.

(03) 5772 0333
grants@murrindindi.vic.gov.au

www.murrindindi.vic.gov.au/grants


