
Murrindindi Shire Environment Strategy 2011 - 2015 
 

In 2011, Council adopted an Environment Strategy to provide a way for Council to respond to emerging community expectations around 
environmental protection; and, to also meet its responsibilities under numerous Commonwealth and State Acts and related policies.  
 
Council’s Environment Strategy sets out strategies for achieving the objectives of Council’s Environment Policy, with actions grouped under the 
areas outlined below. 
 
Natural environment 
 

 Improve knowledge of  the conservation significance of Council owned land , through regular mapping of flora and fauna values  and 
weed species.  

 Develop and implement plans to protect and enhance biodiversity on Council owned land.  
 Improve staff and communities’ awareness of the environmental values of roadsides and other public reserves. 
 Improve weed and pest animal control on Council managed land through grant funded projects and advocacy work. 
 Develop and implement a policy for managing the environmental impacts in Council led infrastructure works.  
 Protect and enhance the environmental values on Council managed roadside reserves through implementation of codes, guidelines and 

training of outdoor workers and contractors.  
 Provide native vegetation offsets for Council capital works projects.  
 Investigate options to facilitate, where required, native vegetation offsets for all permit holders in Murrindindi. 
 Increase environmental awareness of our landholders by promoting their obligations to protect native vegetation and control spread of 

weeds and pest animals on private land.  
 Protect the natural environment through regulations under Murrindindi Planning Scheme, Local Law and Infrastructure Development 

Guidelines. 
 Consider the impacts on the environment when clearing vegetation to protect communities from fire risk. 
 Investigate ways in which Council can facilitate positive biodiversity and land outcomes on private land. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Waterway and catchment protection  
 

 Promote water sensitive approaches to stormwater management planning in Murrindindi Shire. 
 Develop and implement a code of practice in Council led infrastructure works that minimise disturbance and pollution to waterways. 
 Adopt and implement a plan to manage domestic wastewater in Murrindindi Shire. 
 Strengthen cooperation with Goulburn Broken Catchment Management Authority, and other agencies, to enhance protection of 

waterways and catchments through statutory planning controls.  
 Identify opportunities to develop agency and community based partnerships that protect and restore wetlands and waterways.  

 
Land management  
 

 Incorporate land degradation issues into plans to protect and enhance biodiversity on Council owned land.  
 Identify opportunities to improve land management in amendments to zoning under the Murrindindi Planning Scheme. 
 Utilise statutory planning controls to address land management issues as part of the planning permit application process.  
 Provide information to landholders that helps them understand how to manage their land sustainably.  
 Encourage environmental consideration in future tourism and economic development projects.  
 Work in partnership with Landcare and other environmental groups to share resources and knowledge.  

 
Resource use 
 

 Design and implement a water use reduction program in Council’s operations. 
 Develop a plan to reduce Council’s corporate energy use and greenhouse gas emissions including buildings, public lighting and Council 

based transport.  
 Develop an internal ‘green team’ responsible for investigating ways to make  Council’s workplace environmentally friendly by looking at 

what is purchased and how staff behave at work. 
 Promote and encourage carbon reduction initiatives across Murrindindi Shire in areas such as business operation, household 

management, transport and waste. 
 
 
 
 
 

Waste management  
 Identify opportunities to improve the sustainability of Council’s purchasing practices.  
 Develop a waste minimisation plan to reduce the amount of office consumables used and disposed off in administration of Council 

business. 
 Manage the responsible use and disposal of job materials, waste and chemicals on Council working sites, depots, transfer stations and 

landfill sites. 
 Develop waste management strategy for Murrindindi Shire.  
  . Educate the community about the recovery of recyclable waste.

 
  
Sustainable built environment 

 
Develop a set of environmentally sustainable design principles to apply to Council's capital works, economic development and statutory 
planning services.

 
 

Provide information to households and businesses to help them understand how to live and work more sustainably.
 

 
Build environmental and climate partnerships that help Council and the community better adapt to climate change impacts.

 
 


