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1 INTRODUCTION 
The heritage values of the former Tallarook-Mansfield Railway line and branch line to 
Alexandra were assessed as part of Stage 2 of the Murrindindi Shire Heritage Study.  

As part of the study, a series of heritage guidelines were prepared in anticipation of works to 
the former railway adapting it for incorporation into the Goulburn River High Country Rail 
Trail. These are intended to guide the conservation of the heritage fabric associated with the 
railway and set out recommendations for the management of its built heritage, archaeology and 
trees, with regard to issues such as interpretation, use and the preparation of management 
plans. An intention was that the guideline could be adapted in the future to form an 
incorporated plan suitable for inclusion in the Murrindindi Planning Scheme. 

Recent additional work and revised report  
A Heritage Impact Report was produced by Nigel Lewis Pty Ltd in February 2011 to inform 
the development of the Goulburn River High Country Rail Trail between Yea and Cheviot 
Tunnel, including the section of rail reserve running south east from Oliver Street to south of 
Meadow Road which is included on the Victorian Heritage Inventory (VHI H7923-0051).    

More recently, some additional archaeological survey work has been undertaken in the 
completion of the Heritage Study.  

This report represents an updated version of the original guidelines produced in 2008, 
incorporating the results of both of these pieces of additional work - mostly as supplements to 
Appendix A: contributory features. It is hoped that this additional information can be used to 
better inform management of the railway heritage, and to generate interpretation material for 
the rail trail (see below).    

The Goulburn River High Country Rail Trail  
On 29 April 2009, the Federal Government announced that it would contribute $13.2 million 
from its community infrastructure program towards the completion of the Goulburn River 
High Country Rail Trail as an economic stimulus to the area, and as part of the recovery effort 
in the wake of the 2009 Victorian bushfires. 

The trail follows the route of the former railway from Tallarook to Mansfield, running through 
Yea, where the Station buildings are now occupied by the local tourist information centre, and 
a branch line from Cathkin to Alexandra. When completed, it will stretch for 134 km (83 mi) 
and traverse Mitchell, Murrindindi and Mansfield Shires.  

The work has involved the repair and construction of bridges, road crossings, car parking, rest 
stops and amenities, together with the resurfacing of much of the rail embankment in gravel or 
asphalt. These works have been guided by the existing Railway Heritage Guidelines produced in 
2008, and it is considered that they have been undertaken with due respect to heritage fabric.    

At the time of writing (November 2011), much of the main construction works within 
Murrindindi had been completed, but resurfacing was still underway. It is anticipated that this 
will be completed by the end of 2011.      

Study area  
These guidelines cover all of the Tallarook to Mansfield Railway reserve, including the branch 
from Cathkin to Alexandra, that lies within the Shire of Murrindindi.   
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2 METHODOLOGY 
The guidelines have been prepared in accordance with the Burra Charter: The Australia 
ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Significance. The following is a summary of the 
methodology employed in the assessment of the railway.  

Preparation of the original 2008 Heritage Guidelines 
The following methodology was employed in the preparation of the 2008 heritage guidelines:  

History  
A brief history of the railway was prepared, which was drawn from secondary sources (see 
section 3). Original plans of the railway were known to exist (see below), but these were not 
available for examination at the time.  

Fieldwork 
All of the former station sites were visited, as well as other features visible or accessible from the 
road. An inventory of the contributory features viewed or inspected was prepared, and this was 
summarised into a list of feature types to inform the preparation of the guidelines. Difficulty of 
access or inadequate location information prevented a comprehensive survey of all of the 
features, and a number of bridges, embankments, cutting, crossings and other features were not 
seen during this fieldwork. 

Assessment of heritage values 
Following field survey and preparation of the brief history, the railway line was assessed for its 
heritage values and a statement of significance prepared. This determined that the railway line 
is of local heritage significance and should be protected by a Heritage Overlay. The full 
precinct citation is found in Volume 2 - Heritage Place & Precinct Citations of the Heritage 
Study. The citation, and in particular the statement of significance (see section 4), provided the 
basis for the preparation of this policy. 

In the absence of an archaeological assessment of the railway, the approach adopted in the 
preparation of the original 2008 guidelines was to identify places with archaeological potential 
or sensitivity which should be the subject of more detailed investigation if major works were 
proposed. 

Recent additional work  
The recent additional works employed the following methodologies: 

Heritage Impact Report (Nigel Lewis Pty. Ltd., Feb. 2011)  
This work, which was undertaken with reference to the 2008 Heritage Guidelines, sought to 
assess the impact of the works associated with the rail trail on the heritage values recorded on 
the existing VHI Site Card for VHI ref. H7922-0051 Yea-Mansfield Railway and other 
observed features of heritage significance.   

The assessment was informed by a walkover survey of the section of the rail reserve covered by 
the VHI listing (which is less than one kilometre in length) and a further c. 3.5km of the 
reserve extending across Yea River as far east as Limestone Road.   

A short report was produced which described the heritage fabric of this section of the rail 
reserve and made recommendations for its management during the ensuing rail trail 
development works. This report is included as Appendix D and its findings have been included 
in Appendix A: Contributory features.       
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Recent archaeological survey 

Information from historic plans 
The most recent survey was informed by examination of the original Victorian Railways plans 
for the line, copies of which were obtained by Murrindindi Shire Council from local railway 
historian Bob Woodward. These plans (which are included as Appendix F) cover the following 
two sections of the railway line:  

 Tallarook to Alexandra Road – plans of the original Tallarook and Yea line of 1882-84 
which extended as far as Alexandra Rd (see History below), showing culverts, rail crossings 
and bridges, together with chainages along the line; and  

 Cathkin to Mansfield – separate plans of the extension of 1889 (see below), showing rail 
crossings and some culverts (although these are probably beneath the highway rather than 
the railway line).        

Features marked on these plans were noted in the list of contributory features (Appendix A), 
and then sections of the rail reserve were surveyed to gauge the accuracy of this record, and to 
assess the survival and condition of the features recorded. This work was undertaken in 
September and early November 2011. 

As it was only initially intended to undertake field survey along the section of line to the west 
of Yea, only the features mapped on the historic plans for this area were included. Since that 
time, the features marked on the Cathkin to Mansfield plans have also been included in 
Appendix A to illustrate the difference in the level of detail between these plans. Limited 
resources mean that all of the features marked on the Tallarook to Alexandra Rd plans between 
Yea and Alexandra Rd have yet to be included in Appendix A.    

Field survey 
The survey took the form of a walkover of two sections of the reserve – from the 
Mitchell/Murrindindi Shire boundary to Kerrisdale and along a 5km section to the west of 
Yea, and of more targeted visits to places identified during the previous work described above, 
in order to record the works associated with development of the rail trail. All of the features 
identified were photographed and described, and GPS readings were taken for future reference 
as necessary.   

The result is a fairly thorough record of the surviving heritage fabric in the sections surveyed. 
However, although every attempt was made to record all of the extant features along the 
section of reserve covered by the walkover, some features may have been missed due to 
vegetation, subsequent development or access restrictions. The resulting expanded list of 
contributory features recorded in Appendix A should therefore not be considered as 
representing a comprehensive record of all of the related heritage along these sections of the rail 
reserve.   

Furthermore, the resources available for this survey have not allowed for the digitisation of the 
historic plans, and the actual extant features recorded in Appendix A may not be accurately 
matched with those marked on the plans.  

Accuracy of historic plans  
Acknowledging that it has not been possible to definitively compare the location of features 
observed in the field with those marked on the Victorian Railway plans, the recent field survey 
appears to point to a number of inaccuracies in these plans.  

At a number of locations over which walkover survey was conducted, culverts were found to be 
smaller than those marked on the historic plans, and apparently additional culverts were 
located in some places, often where bridges were marked previously. These difference may 
reflect changes made during the actual construction of the line or subsequent replacements and 
alterations made in the mid to late 20th century.      
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Scope and limitations 

Features covered by this report 
The boundaries of the railway precinct correspond with the boundaries of the rail reserve plus 
the former railway houses in Yea and Alexandra. Appendix E provides a series of 1:30,000 
topographical maps, which show the path of the railway line and features such as cuttings, 
bridges and embankments, while the location of the former station grounds is shown on the 
series of maps in Appendix B. 

While the railway houses in Yea (35 & 41 Oliver Street) and Alexandra (19 Station Street) 
form part of the railway precinct they are now private residences and will not be part of the rail 
trail (apart from interpreting them, if desired). As such they are not included in these 
guidelines. 

While an assessment of significance of the Tallarook-Mansfield/Alexandra Railway Line as a 
whole has been made, the project budget did not extend to undertaking individual assessments 
of the (relative) significance of each element on the line. Instead, a list of contributory features 
(both specific and site-types) has been compiled, based on the research and fieldwork as 
described above. This should not be interpreted to be a comprehensive list of all of the heritage 
features along the line.  

Assessment of other values 
Attention must also be paid to values other than historic heritage, such as geological and 
natural values. Cuttings may be of geological significance as examination of the strata they 
expose can add to knowledge of the area’s geological development. Apart from the cultural 
landscapes created by tree-planting at railway sites, there may be areas of natural significance 
along the line. In particular, these could be plant communities that have developed in areas of 
the rail reserve that are still protected from grazing (though it is understood that much of the 
rail reserve has been leased to neighbouring property owners). These types of significant sites 
should also be investigated appropriately (for example, natural sites in line with the Australian 
Natural Heritage Charter) and the outcomes incorporated into the guidelines for future 
development. 

Undertaking further work 
In the event that further development works are required beyond those undertaken for the rail 
trail, it would be desirable to undertake more detailed research on sites/features that will be 
impacted. This should include assessment of relative significance of individual features (e.g., 
buildings, trees, bridges), as well as identification of potential below-ground archaeological 
features by referring to plans of the railway line. Refer to Policy 2 Archaeology and Policy 6 
Management Plan. 
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3 HISTORY 
The Thematic Environmental History for Murrindindi Shire has been reviewed and finalised 
as part of Stage 2 of the Heritage Study (Context 2011, Vol. 1) to provide a broad historical 
overview of the municipality.  

A more specific background history relating to the development of the railway network in the 
region is provided here, but it is recommended that readers of this report as a stand alone 
document should refer to the Thematic Environmental History for a wider historical context. 

The Tallarook to Mansfield and Alexandra railways were constructed in three main stages: 
Tallarook to Yea from 1882-84, Yea to Mansfield from 1887-91 (which included the branch as 
far as Alexandra Road) and the final Alexandra Township Railway Extension commenced in 
August 1908 and completed by October 1909. The railways operated for almost 100 years 
before the final train left Mansfield in November 1978. 

Tallarook to Yea (1882-84) 
The main northeast line reached Tallarook and Seymour in November 1872 and in 1882 a 
branch line was surveyed as far as Yea. The construction contract for the 38.1 km railway was 
signed by C & E Miller on 27 September of that year. The Minister of Railways, Mr Gillies, 
gave permission for the line to be opened on 16 November 1883, although engine sheds and 
turntables at Tallarook and Yea, goods facilities and intermediate sidings were not completed 
until the following year. 

Construction of the railway, which was carried out by a team of over 1000 men has been 
described as “a very creditable feat”. The route followed the curves and undulations of the 
Goulburn River valley, hugging the steep walls on the south side of the river through difficult 
terrain. For example, in the first 11.2 km to Trawool, there were 17 curves and 68 changes of 
grade and it required the erection of 23 bridges. The cost was £200,000.  

Intermediate stations to Yea were Trawool (until 1910 spelt ‘Traawool’, said to be an 
indigenous term for ‘wild water’), Kerrisdale (initially called Windham) and Homewood. 
About 1893, a siding was opened 2 km on the down side of Trawool. It was named Wright’s 
Siding. It later became Trawool Falls Siding, and was changed again in November 1904 to 
Granite, referring to the stone being loaded at that location. The siding was removed in 1919, 
but a one car length platform erected about 1910 remained until December 1951. 

Yea to Mansfield (1887-91) 
Yea was the line terminus for six years. Several routes had been suggested for the extension of 
the line from Yea to Mansfield, but these were met with sporadic opposition from Benalla 
residents who preferred that a line to Mansfield should branch from the main line at their 
town. Eventually the decision was made that the line would extend from Yea. The first section, 
a 17.2 km extension to Molesworth, was started on 27 April 1887 and completed and opened 
on 12 November 1889 with two intermediate stations, Cheviot and Balham. The latter was 
closed on 17 June 1893. 

Three kilometres beyond Yea the line crossed the Yea River, a tributary of the Goulburn, on a 
curved bridge and climbed into the foothills of Mt Cunningham.  Following up-grades of 1 in 
40, the line ran past Cheviot Station to a depression in the mountain range at which point it 
ran through the Cheviot Tunnel. The summit of this bank is at the down end of the tunnel, 
which took two years to construct. From there 1 in 40 down-grades dropped the line again to 
the valley of the Goulburn River, which it followed to Molesworth Station.  

The Cheviot Station was built to load sawn timber harvested from the Murrindindi Forest, 
some 14 miles (23km) away. The first 3’ (0.9m) gauge timber tramway opened in 1901 and 
led to a terminus some 5 miles (8km) from the Station. It was extended to the Station in 1905. 
A second tramline commenced operation in 1925. Both tramways stopped operation in 1937 
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when the horse-drawn wagons were replaced by trucks. Two six ton derrick cranes were 
installed at the station yards in the 1920s to handle the large volume of timber transported [1]. 

The completion of numerous bridges over the Goulburn River flats permitted quick 
construction, by 17 June 1890, of the next 4.4 km section to Cathkin, followed by the 7.1 km 
south-eastern stretch along the Spring Creek valley and gradually climbing to Alexandra Road, 
which was opened for use in September 1890. Alexandra Road was renamed Lily in August 
1909, after the nearby Lily Gully, then changed to Rhodes later in the same year and in 1916 
was finally called Koriella - the native word for the Goulburn. 

The contract for building the line from Cathkin to Mansfield (61.1 km) was let on 21 
December 1889 to R. Thomton for £122,325. From Cathkin, the Mansfield line stretched 
north east through Yarck and Kanumbra to Merton, a distance of 24.9 km. This section was 
opened on 10 November 1890. Curves were few and grades easy to Kanumbra but beyond, the 
ascent to and descent from Merton Gap (398 m) posed heavier going for the construction 
teams and the trains that followed. The first train from Melbourne to Merton averaged 29 km 
an hour. The 36.2 km section from Merton to Mansfield was completed and opened in two 
parts, the 22.3 km from Merton to Maindample on 7 May 1891 and the 13.9 km from 
Maindample to Mansfield on 6 October 1891.  

Alexandra Township Railway Extension (1908-09) 
For a period in the 1890s, due to an economic depression, the line was held up at Alexandra 
Road. On 11 August 1908 work finally began in rough steep 1 in 30 grade country on the 
‘Alexandra Township Railway Extension’. The line climbed to its greatest elevation at Eglinton 
cutting, before dropping down towards the Goulburn River valley, through the deep cutting at 
Victoria Gap, to Alexandra. This line was opened on 28 October 1909. 

The mid-1970s saw state parliament accept recommendations for the closure of numerous 
branch lines, the setting up of Regional Freight Centres at certain main line stations with 
forwarding of goods by road and the introduction of buses for passengers. As a consequence, 
train operations began to wind down with the cessation of the railmotor service on Saturday 28 
May 1977 and the running of the last goods trains to Alexandra and Mansfield in February 
1978. For the following nine months after that, trains ran on the line on an ‘as required’ basis, 
operated from Seymour. The final service left Mansfield on Monday 6 November 1978 
bringing to an end the working of the Mansfield line. 

Sources 
This entire text is an extract from Sid Brown, ‘Mansfield Railway Centenary’, in Newsrail, 
Sept. 1991, pp 268-277, except where otherwise noted, as follows: 

[1] Brochure ‘Cheviot Tunnel, A Key Piece of Yea’s History’, Yea Business & Tourism 
Association, n.d. 
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4 ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The citation for the railway in the Murrindindi Shire Heritage Study Stage 2 2008 provides the 
following statement of significance for the railway. 

What is significant? 
The rail line from Tallarook to Yea, later extended to Mansfield and Alexandra, constructed 
from 1882 to 1909. It closed in 1978 and much of the infrastructure was removed (such as 
portable station buildings, rails and sleepers, bridge decking, signals, crossing gates, platform 
walls). Two station sites are largely intact (at Yea and Alexandra, HO2 and HO22, 
respectively), some others retain sheds, platform earthworks, timber buffer stops and mature 
trees (mainly Monterey Pines and Monterey Cypresses, plus specimen Peppercorn trees). The 
most striking remnants of the line are the engineering works: dramatic cuttings through rock, 
high earth embankments, bridges, and the Cheviot Tunnel (HO7). Many of the bridges on the 
west part of the line were gradually replaced with concrete and steel structures, though a 
number of early timber pile bridges survive on the eastern and northern sections of the line. 

How is it significant? 
The Tallarook to Yea, to Mansfield and Alexandra rail line is of local historic, technical, 
architectural and aesthetic significance to Murrindindi Shire. 

Why is it significant? 
Historically, the line is significant for its strategic importance in the opening up of forests in 
the Black Range, Murrindindi and Rubicon areas. The decision to extend to Alexandra in 1909 
was made largely because of the revenue to be had from the Rubicon forest timber and other 
extractive industries. The railway’s construction reflects the economic and resource priorities of 
the nineteenth century. The disused railway line is now one of the dominant historic features 
in this part of the Goulburn Valley. It is further significant as it reminds us of the changing 
patterns of transportation over the past one hundred years in the Goulburn Valley. (RNE 
criterion A.4)  
Technically, several features associated with this line represent fine examples of engineering, 
among them, the Cheviot Tunnel which is of distinctive construction and the cutting at 
Victoria Gap outside of Alexandra which was accomplished by manpower alone. The linear 
network as a whole, and particularly the station grounds, contains an array of earthworks and 
infrastructure elements, a large proportion of which appear to survive in situ. (RNE criterion 
F.1) 
Architecturally, the Yea Station complex represents the most intact example of a small group of 
Gothic styled Railway Station buildings built in the late nineteenth century. The main station 
building is the most picturesque design of a railway building prepared by the Railways 
Department. (RNE criterion F.1) 
Aesthetically, the mature conifers and plantings at the former station grounds and along some 
parts of the railway line are significant for their contribution to the cultural landscape created 
by the railway. The timber pile bridges, dramatic cuttings and high embankments, as can be 
glimpsed from the Goulburn Valley and Maroondah highways, add dramatic interest to 
journeys through the varied landscape of the shire. (RNE criterion E.1) 
Archaeologically, below-ground remains and extant features along the line have the potential to 
yield information that will contribute to the understanding of the railway. (RNE criterion C.1) 
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Existing heritage listings 
This section provides a summary of existing heritage listings which apply to the Tallarook to 
Mansfield/Alexandra Railway as it runs through Murrindindi Shire.  

Local planning scheme 
Places of local or State heritage significance can be protected by inclusion in the Heritage 
Overlay (HO) of local government planning schemes. The purpose of the HO is:  

 To implement the State Planning Policy Framework and the Local Planning Policy 
Framework, including the Municipal Strategic Statement and local planning policies.  

 To conserve and enhance heritage places of natural or cultural significance. 

 To conserve and enhance those elements which contribute to the significance of heritage 
places. 

 To ensure that development does not adversely affect the significance of heritage places.  

 To conserve specifically identified heritage places by allowing a use that would otherwise be 
prohibited if this will demonstrably assist with the conservation of the significance of the 
heritage place.  

Murrindindi Shire Heritage Overlay 
Only the Yea Railway Station (former) the Alexandra Railway Station and the Cheviot Tunnel 
are currently included on the Murrindindi Heritage Overlay (Refs. HO2, HO22 & HO7 
respectively), but the Stage 2 Heritage Study recommends that the whole of the railway reserve 
be included.   

Victorian Heritage Register & Victorian Heritage Inventory 
The Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) provides a listing of places or objects, including 
buildings, structures and areas/precincts. Such places have been assessed as being of State 
Cultural Heritage Significance using assessment criteria established by the Heritage Council. 
The Victorian Heritage Inventory (VHI) lists all known archaeological sites and relics. Places 
may be on one or both lists. All places on the VHR and the VHI are legally protected under 
the Heritage Act 1995.  

It should be noted that the Act also confers blanket protection on all significant heritage 
material of over 50 years in age, regardless of whether it is included on a statutory list.   

Additional information on legislation surrounding the protection of archaeological sites is 
included in Appendix C.   

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) 
The Former Yea Railway Station is the only place currently included on the VHR which relates 
to the Tallarook to Mansfield/Alexandra Railway. 

Victorian Heritage Inventory (VHI) 
As described above, a c. 1km long section of the line to the east of Yea is included on the VHI 
(Ref. H7923-0051). It is unclear from the Site Card why only this section has been included.  

Other relevant heritage lists 

National Trust of Australia (Victoria) Register 
The National Trust of Australia (Victoria) Register provides a list of places that are either listed 
or classified by the Trust. Classification or listing by the Trust does not impose any legal 
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restrictions on private property owners or occupiers and the Trust does not have any statutory 
legal powers. 

The Cheviot Tunnel is the only feature relating to the railway which is found on the  National 
Trust Register (Ref. B5486). 

Register of the National Estate 

The Register of the National Estate (RNE) is a national inventory of natural and cultural 
heritage places. It was compiled by the now defunct Australian Heritage Commission, and is 
currently kept by the Australian Heritage Council. It will be maintained until February 2012 
but was frozen in February 2007 having been replaced by other heritage lists.  

Entry on the Register does not place any legal constraints on the actions of owners of private 
property. 

The whole of the Tallarook to Yea, to Mansfield, to Alexandra Railway is included on the list 
(Ref. 102784) and Alexandra Railway Station is also covered by a separate entry (Ref. 102147). 
Neither has been fully registered on the RNE, but rather they are ‘indicative places’ in that they 
had been nominated for inclusion prior to the freezing of the register. 
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5 CONTRIBUTORY FEATURES 
Appendix A contains a table that provides a description of the contributory features associated 
with the historic development of the railway that were inspected or viewed during fieldwork 
carried out for the Stage 2 Heritage Study and during the subsequent fieldwork in February 
and September/November 2011. As previously noted, not all of the features associated with the 
railway were viewed during fieldwork and so the table does not provide a complete list. 

Station grounds 
Many of the contributory features are associated with the former station grounds. The station 
grounds at Yea and Alexandra are relatively intact and contain buildings, trees and some 
infrastructure, while at others only earthworks, exotic trees (Monterey Pine, Monterey Cypress 
and specimen Peppercorns), and a few structures or other infrastructure (goods sheds, 
weighbridge at Cheviot) survive. There is no sign of the short-lived siding at Balham. 

Bridges  
As noted in the History, a significant number of bridges were required to carry the railway over 
rivers, streams and boggy ground. Many of the original timber pile or trestle bridges were 
replaced in the 1950s with concrete pier and steel girder bridges. A few early timber pile 
bridges survive (NB: no timber trestle bridges survive).  

The 2008 version of these guidelines recorded that, in almost all cases decking and rails had 
been removed from bridges in the study area, and that the steel girders had been removed from 
most of the more recent bridges. Since then, replacement girders and concrete decking have 
been added to all of the bridges in the area as part of the Goulburn River High Country Rail 
Trail development.    

Culverts 
Brick culverts formed part of the original railway construction contract, and several types have 
been recorded as surviving along the rail reserve by the recent survey, together with later 
concrete replacements dating to the 1930s-1950s (Nigel Lewis Pty. Ltd. 2011) (see Appendix 
A).  

The 2008 guidelines suggested the presence of early timber culverts, but none were observed 
during the recent fieldwork. 

Embankments, cuttings and tunnels 
Embankments are where earth from cuttings has been used to create raised sections to carry 
tracks across low ground. Cuttings are where the route of the railway has been cut through 
earth and rock. The largest example of a cutting is at Victoria Gap just outside of Alexandra. 
There is quite high and impressive embankment at the east end of the Kerrisdale Bridge. 

There is one tunnel: the Cheviot Tunnel, which is a brick single-width horse-shoe shaped 
tunnel, about 200m in length. 

Turntables 
A turntable is a mechanism used for turning around locomotives, usually located at main, 
junction or terminus stations. One has been identified at Cathkin, and the Victorian Railway 
plans for the original Tallarook to Yea line seem to indicate that a turntable existed 
immediately to the east of Yea Station, prior to the line’s extension. This would seem logical, 
although some contemporary lines (for example the Koo-Wee-Rup to Strzelecki line, which 
was opened as a branch from the South Gippsland Line in 1922) required trains to run down 
the line tender first, before returning engine first (Ramsay 1991 Steam to Strzelecki; The Koo-
Wee-Rup to McDonald’s Track Railway).  
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Level crossings 
The Victorian Railway plans show a large number of P.C.R (Public Carriage Roadway) and 
occupation crossings over the railway line. Most of the crossing infrastructure – which may 
have included gates and houses for the staff who operated them – has been removed. Surviving 
infrastructure includes wing fences and timber gate posts at occupation crossings, and these 
labels on the historic plans appear to have also included small bridge structures such as that 
recorded at Kerrisdale (see Appendix A).   

Concrete mileposts 
A number of examples reportedly survive, although none were sighted during the fieldwork for 
this study. 

Plantings  
Apart from the plantings at the station sites there are some plantings along the railway reserve 
such as the double row of Monterey Pines along most of the Cathkin to Koriella section. 

Signalling and safe working 
Most of the surviving signalling and safe-working infrastructure is situated within the station 
grounds as noted above. The RNE nomination also notes remnant telegraph poles along the 
rail reserve. 

Artefacts 
Scatters of construction materials relating to the railway are recorded at various locations along 
the rail reserve (see VHI Site Card H7923-0051 & Nigel Lewis Pty Ltd 2011), but the recent 
survey indicates that these appear to have been cleared as part of the works for the rail trail. 
Piles of rails, sleepers and other artefacts are still visible at various points and individual 
artefacts, such as dog spikes, have been recorded at a number of locations (see Appendix A).   

Modern features for the Goulburn River High Country Rail Trail  
A number of features have recently been constructed along the rail reserve, to prepare it for use 
as part of the Goulburn River High Country Rail Trail. These include safety rails along the 
bridges, interpretation signage and toilet facilities. 

Archaeological Potential of the rail reserve  
As part of the survey works undertaken by Nigel Lewis in February 2011, a 200mm deep 
section was excavated through the track ballast to determine its composition. The crushed rock 
which comprised the ballast was found to consist of local sedimentary rock with some quartz 
river stones, possibly from mining operations. The local character of the track formation 
suggests that similar variations probably exist along the line, and that further information on its 
construction could be derived from similar investigations elsewhere.     

The recent survey, and particularly the walkover survey undertaken along the two sections of 
rail reserve to the west of Yea, has shown the number of related features which survive within 
the reserve, and the recent site works associated with the development of the rail trail do not 
appear to have damaged or removed most of the historic culverts, for example.    

The Site Card for the section of rail reserve to the east of Yea which is included on the VHI 
describes the railway line as having ‘a moderate level of archaeological potential’, and this 
should be considered the case for the whole of the rail reserve.        
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6 POLICY 
This section provides policy under the following headings: 

 Built heritage 

 Archaeology 

 Trees 

 Interpretation  

 Use 

 Permit exemptions 

The objectives of the policy are: 

 To conserve the significance of the Tallarook to Mansfield/Alexandra Railway as a 
representative example of a nineteenth century railway system. 

 To enable the railway to be adapted for re-use by the community as a rail trail. 

 To ensure that the history of the Tallarook to Mansfield/Alexandra Railway is 
communicated effectively to the wider community. 

Policy 1 - Built heritage 
This policy applies to all built heritage. As noted above, contributory features that comprise 
built heritage of the railway include all buildings at station grounds (including station 
buildings, goods sheds, shelter sheds, railway houses), other station infrastructure (including 
the weighbridge at Cheviot Station, timber buffer stops), bridges (early timber bridges are of 
greater significance than the later concrete bridges), culverts, turntables, fences and gates at 
former level crossings and occupation crossings, mileposts, and signalling and safe-working 
equipment including telegraph poles. 

1.1 Conservation of built heritage 
The aim of this policy is to encourage the conservation of contributory features in accordance 
with Burra Charter principles.  

Adaptive re-use of surviving station buildings (goods sheds, shelter sheds, station buildings) is 
the preferred option for their ongoing preservation. Full assessment, exterior and interior, 
should be carried out before any alterations are made. Ideally, this should be part of a 
conservation management plan for the station buildings.  

While adaptive re-use of buildings is preferred, there may be situations where it may be more 
appropriate to construct a new building – for example, the conversion of old station toilets to 
meet current standards of disability access may require substantial changes to original fabric 
and layout. See also Policy 1.4 Construction of new buildings and 5 Use, and the specific Policy 
1.3 for Bridges. 

Wherever possible, when undertaking repairs or maintenance to built heritage it is policy to: 

 Minimise changes to contributory features or other significant fabric, and 

 Carry out repairs and maintenance on the basis of replacing ‘like with like’, and 

 Ensure that repairs or maintenance do not cause damage to contributory elements or other 
significant fabric. 

Wherever possible, when undertaking alterations to built heritage it is policy to ensure that 
alterations (including adaptation or extensions) are planned and carried out in a manner that 
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aims to minimise impacts on heritage significance. Changes to significant fabric should be 
minimised and should only be considered if it can be demonstrated that, as appropriate: 

 The proposed works are necessary to support the adaptive re-use of the railway as a rail trail, 
or 

 It will enable a building or structure to be adapted for a compatible new use, or 

 The option of undertaking no changes is not feasible due to technical, safety, operational or 
other management constraints in accordance with relevant standards, or 

 Any changes are sympathetic to the original fabric. 

1.2  Demolition and relocation 
The physical location of a heritage asset is part of its heritage significance. And it should remain 
in its historical location wherever practicable. Consideration of a proposal to demolish or 
remove a contributory feature should therefore have regard to the relative contribution the 
element makes to the railway precinct, how much the proposed changes will impact on the 
significant element (including visual impact), whether the changes are reversible with minimal 
damage to original fabric, and whether they contribute to the on-going use of the feature. 

It is policy to strongly discourage the completion demolition or removal of contributory 
features. Demolition or removal of part of a contributory feature may be considered when: 

 The fabric to be removed is not of primary significance and its removal will not adversely 
affect the significance of the place, and 

 It will assist in the long term conservation of the element, and 

 It will facilitate an appropriate adaptive re-use of the element by enabling it to meet 
present-day standards. 

Relocation of a contributory feature may be considered where it is the only practical way of 
conserving the item – for example, some buildings have been moved from Cathkin and 
Molesworth to the Alexandra Timber Tramway and Museum. However, complete removal 
should only be considered as a last resort and a record should be made of the removal process. 

Wherever possible, elements identified as being ‘intrusive’ should be removed. 

1.3 Re-use of bridges 
The adaptive re-use of bridges, wherever practicable, is preferable to their abandonment or 
removal and replacement with a new structure. All bridges should be assessed by an engineer 
who is familiar with historic bridges to see if they can be reused and if any changes are 
necessary.  

In the case of re-use of bridges, it is policy to: 

 Retain original fabric wherever possible and reinforce where required. Such reinforcement 
should not dominate the appearance of the bridge but be distinguishable as a new addition. 

 Retain and repair what little decking that survives on bridges wherever possible. In cases 
where it has been removed (most of the bridges), it should be replaced in a sympathetic 
manner. 

 Install new handrails for the bridges in a simple and unobtrusive mass-produced design. 
Their installation should have minimal impact on the original fabric, and they should be 
removable in the future. 
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1.4 Construction of new buildings 
In general, the construction of new buildings should be avoided wherever possible. However, as 
noted above, in some instances the construction of a new building may be preferable to altering 
or extending a building that is a contributory element. 

Wherever possible, when constructing new buildings it is policy to: 

 Ensure that the building has an identified use and that use cannot be feasibly 
accommodated by the use or adaptive re-use of an existing building. 

 Ensure that the new building is identifiable as having being built in the present, unless it is 
an accurate reconstruction of a demolished or removed building based on appropriate 
historic evidence. 

 Avoid new development that would overwhelm the historic setting of contributory elements 
by becoming a dominant feature or interfering with key views to and from the contributory 
element, unless it is an accurate reconstruction of a demolished or removed building based 
on appropriate historic evidence. 

 Ensure that new buildings that are situated in places where buildings would have been 
traditionally located such as station grounds or road crossings and avoid new buildings in 
other parts of the railway reserve. The building should be set back on the platform area and 
not in the track cutting.  

1.5 Rail trail safety 
During the recent field survey, several of the original culverts were seen to include narrow brick 
shafts of considerable depth at the edge of the rail embankment. Although these are generally 
beyond the fencing at the edge of the track, they could be hazardous to small children or pets 
in particular.  

It is recommended that a safety audit be undertaken along the route to identify hazards and 
make the appropriate safety recommendations, taking account of the policy contained in this 
document.      

Policy 2 - Archaeology 
An archaeological assessment was not carried out during preparation of the 2008 version of 
these guidelines, but some limited survey work has been undertaken in 2011 which has helped 
to establish the potential of the rail reserve to contain material which could provide additional 
information concerning the construction and use of the railway.    

As stated above, under Section 127 of the Heritage Act, 1995, it is an offence to disturb 
unregistered relics and unregistered archaeological sites and it is therefore an offence to damage 
or disturb archaeological sites whether they are registered on the VHI or not. It is important 
that Murrindindi Shire Council be aware of their obligations (for more information see 
Appendix C) and the information provided in this report will form a resource to be used by the 
Council to guide early and appropriate planning and management of railway related heritage 
assets. 

On this basis, the following policy is proposed.  

2.1 Intrusive works  
If activities are proposed which would involve substantial ground disturbance to areas within 
the rail reserve, it is recommended that a qualified historical archaeologist be engaged in 
advance to conduct an assessment to determine whether any investigations or monitoring may 
be required prior to, or during the site works. 
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The assessment will comprise an examination of engineering plans, track diagrams and other 
documentation produced by Victorian Railways. This information, combined with extant 
visible above-ground evidence, should be used to identify specific archaeological features that 
may be affected by the works and to determine a management approach to mitigate any 
potential impacts.  

It is necessary to obtain Consent from the Executive Director, Heritage Victoria, to authorise 
the disturbance of any historical archaeological sites or relics. A letter should be provided which 
outlines the location of the works, the nature of the known or potential archaeological resource 
and includes a brief description of the works proposed. Heritage Victoria will then provide 
advice on the need, or otherwise, for further archaeological investigations. 

This may be carried out as part of the preparation of a management plan for a place – see 
policy 6.6 Management Plan. 

Contact details for qualified historical archaeologists and information about the management 
of historical archaeological sites in Victoria can be obtained from: 

Heritage Victoria 
Phone (03) 9637 9475 
Fax  (03) 9637 9503 
Email heritage.victoria@dpcd.vic.gov.au 
Website  www.heritage.vic.gov.au  

2.2 Inclusion of the rail reserve on the Heritage Overlay 
Although not possessing sufficient archaeological potential to warrant inclusion on the VHI, 
the rail embankment and associated features, such as bridges, and the unlisted station sites are 
of some significance as remnants of the historic landscape, marking the course of the Tallarook 
to Mansfield/Alexandra Railway through the countryside. For this reason, Murrindindi Shire 
Council should consider including the entire rail reserve on the Heritage Overlay, as 
recommended by the Stage 2 Heritage Study. 

2.3 Further archaeological works 

Limited resources have precluded a comprehensive assessment of archaeological sites along the 
rail reserve, but evidence from historical plans and the survey work undertaken to date 
indicates that there are potentially a large number of archaeological sites to be found elsewhere 
along the rail reserve.   

As a means of insuring against inadvertent destruction of any potential archaeological deposits, 
Murrindindi Shire Council may wish to commission a comprehensive research and field 
assessment project to identify and document the broad range of archaeological sites which 
relate to the Railway.  This information could also be used to assist in the protection of 
archaeological assets, as well as to provide valuable information to be used in interpretive and 
educational programs.   

Policy 3 - Trees 
None of the trees viewed in the survey of station grounds and the rail reserve between them are 
of exceptional individual significance (e.g., rare species or particularly old or interesting 
specimens). Rather, they were primarily Monterey Cypress, Monterey Pine, and Peppercorn 
trees, with bulbs and a few fruit trees from remnant orchards on station grounds, which 
contribute to the overall cultural landscape of the rail reserve. The trees are planted in groups, 
copses or rows, or as stand alone specimens, which act as landmarks identifying the former 
station sites or railway alignment in the landscape.  



TALLAROOK-MANSFIELD/ALEXANDRA RAILWAY 

16 

3.1 Conservation and maintenance 
The conservation and maintenance of the cultural plantings within the station grounds and rail 
reserve should take into consideration:  

 The contribution of each stand alone specimen or tree grouping to the landscape experience 
as a whole, and the visual impacts resulting from the loss of mature trees and groups of trees 
on that experience. 

 The contribution of individual trees to the integrity and landmark value of each tree 
grouping. 

 Life expectancy information (this will differ from one species to another). 

 Structural integrity of each tree and safety issues (this will differ from one species to 
another). 

 Other factors such as the health of the tree will also have a bearing on life expectancy and 
structural integrity. 

In order to conserve the heritage significance of the plantings, it is policy to: 

 Conserve and maintain the cultural plantings within the station grounds and rail reserve. 

 Undertake regular maintenance including monitoring condition, pruning, pest and disease 
and roadside weed management. 

 Maintain the integrity of the plantings by: 

- replacing trees ‘like with like’ species unless an alternative planting scheme has been 
devised in accordance with an approved management plan (see policy on removal and 
replacement below).  

- removing inappropriate or historically inaccurate species. 

 Ensure that any future development or changes in immediate environmental conditions 
adjacent to the trees does not have a detrimental impact upon the integrity and condition of 
the trees. Investigate ways in which adjacent development could include or coordinate with 
recovery and improvement of the trees’ integrity and condition. 

 Manage surrounding vegetation and landscape to maintain the integrity, condition, and 
landmark value of the tree/s.  

 Remove weed vegetation species. 

3.2 Removal and replacement 
Recognising that a single approach may not be appropriate for all plantings, decisions about 
removal and replacement of trees should: 

 be made on a case-by-case basis,  

 be firmly grounded in significance, and  

 have currency in the longer term. 

Removal of individual trees should only be considered where: 

 they are identified by an arborist as structurally unsound or present a threat to public safety 

 they are senescent or dead 

Replacement of trees within the precinct should: 

 be undertaken in a co-ordinated manner across the precinct 

 be staggered over time 

 minimise visual impacts of tree loss 
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 maintain the integrity of the overall landscape experience 

 maintain the integrity of tree groupings 

 address health and structural issues 

 address sudden unexpected loss  

 be consistent with horticultural and environmental best-practice within the constraints of 
heritage significance. 

Individual trees should be replaced like-with-like; for instance, Monterey Cypress (Cupressus 
macrocarpa) with Monterey Cypress. 

Replacement options are: 

 Option 1 – Removal and replacement of individual trees within the group as they senesce 
and die, ONLY IF the replacement tree is considered likely to grow successfully within an 
existing environment of mature trees. 

 Option 2 – Removal and replacement of the entire tree grouping, ONLY IF: 

- the individual replacement of trees is considered unlikely to be successful within an 
existing environment of mature trees, AND 

- the visual impact on the landscape experience resulting from the loss of one entire tree 
grouping will be lessened by the mature bulk and form of other existing tree groups 
and individual trees. 

When trees and tree groups are replaced the process should be documented (photographs and 
written record before, during, and after) for future record. 

3.3 Decision guidelines 
Factors to consider when making a decision about when and how to replace tree groupings 
include: 

 Can the tree grouping still be experienced in the landscape as a landmark as previously 
experienced prior to the group’s loss of integrity? 

 What will the visual impact be if one tree grouping is removed? 

 What will be the combined visual impact of the removal of one tree grouping on the 
landscape experience of the precinct as a whole? 

Policy 4 - Interpretation 
Interpretation is an integral part of conservation, particularly where the cultural significance is 
not readily apparent, because the railway line from which most elements (rails and ballast, most 
buildings) have been removed. Interpretation can enhance understanding and enjoyment of the 
railway line, whatever its future uses. For example, the remnant orchards and flowering bulbs at 
some station grounds indicate the former location of the station house. An important element 
of interpretation is conserving (retaining and maintaining) all those elements that do survive. 

When interpreting the railway, it is policy to: 

 Ensure that interpretation is based on the significance of the complete railway and of its 
individual features. 

 Ensure that interpretation will contribute to the conservation of heritage values by: 

- Communicating the significance of the railway, its evolution over time and its role in 
the wider cultural themes of development in the municipality. 

- Raising awareness of the railway. 
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- Enhancing the enjoyment and experience of people using the rail trail. 

- Promoting public appreciation of, and care for, the extant fabric. 

- Providing information that is available pre-visit, on-site and post-visit. 

 Give preference to locating interpretation infrastructure at locations which already have 
some interpretation or capacity such as station grounds at Yea and Alexandra. 

 Consider the following matters when deciding about the location of new interpretation 
infrastructure: 

- Is there existing interpretation infrastructure which can be added to or enhanced? 

- Are there places that have fragile cultural or natural heritage values (or for other 
reasons, e.g. safety), which it is preferred that people do not visit? 

- Are there sensitive cultural or natural landscapes into which signage would be a visual 
intrusion and therefore should be avoided? 

 Remember that not everything needs to be interpreted! 

In addition, Murrindindi Shire Council should consider a project to record any oral histories 
relating to the railway lines from previous rail operatives and others with an interest in the 
development and technology of the region’s rail system and its associated social history. 

Policy 5 - Use 
As noted in Policy 1, sensitive adaptive re-use of built heritage of the railway is preferred to 
their abandonment or removal. If a use such as a rail trail is introduced, it may be necessary to 
add new facilities to sensitive sites such as station grounds, such as toilets, information centres, 
seating, shaded areas. Where possible, such new facilities should be introduced into existing 
buildings in a manner that has minimal impact on significant fabric.  However, in some cases 
adaptive re-use may not be suitable as it would require substantial alteration to or removal of 
significant fabric. In addition, there are some features such as signalling, or small purpose-built 
buildings which may not be suitable for adaptive re-use. 

In considering a new use, it is policy to give preferences to uses that, as appropriate: 

 Enable the conservation of culturally significant fabric and cause the minimum degree of 
change to it. This should consider the rarity of the item; that is, the number of similar items 
of the same type to determine the cumulative impact of change; and the intactness of the 
heritage asset and whether this intactness is rare and contributes to its significance. 

 Ensure that the building is continually occupied or has a continuity of occupation that will 
ensure its security and maintenance. 

 Provide an economic return that will subsidise the on-going maintenance of the building. 

In the event that a suitable new use cannot be found for an item of built heritage, then 
‘mothballing’ of the item should be considered as a final resort. This option applies to 
buildings that have potential for a new use, but for which one cannot, at the present time, be 
found. It entails the item being secured, weatherproofed and regularly monitored. Prior to this 
being done, the building and any associated moveable objects associated with it should be fully 
documented and measures put into place to conserve these items. The condition of places that 
are ‘mothballed’ should be reviewed regularly and alternative approaches considered if it is 
found to be deteriorating. 

For contributory features such as signalling that are not suitable for re-use, then it is policy to 
treat them as an artefact. This entails leaving the item in-situ (i.e., where it is located), wherever 
possible, making it secure and taking whatever steps are necessary to prevent deterioration.  
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When considering whether to ‘mothball’ an item or treat it as an artefact, removal or relocation 
should not be allowed except in accordance with policy 1.2. 

Policy 6 - Management plan 
If a major development is proposed on a single site – for example to construct multiple new 
facilities at a single station ground or elsewhere, then it is policy to require that a management 
plan is prepared first. The management plan would develop and consider options for 
development having regard to this policy and select a preferred option having regard to the 
impact upon the significance of the place and other relevant management factors.   

Policy 7 - Permit exemptions 
Parts of the railway precinct are already included within the Heritage Overlay and this policy 
has been prepared in anticipation of the inclusion of further parts or all of the railway precinct 
in the HO. It provides a list of the activities that can be carried out without the need for a 
permit in accordance with Clause 43.01-2 of the Heritage Overlay. 

It is policy to allow the following works to be carried out without the need for a permit: 

 Emergency repairs to buildings and structures as a result of accident, catastrophe or 
structural failure where structure is unsafe provided that the work re-instates the structure 
to the pre-incident condition. 

 Removal of non-significant trees and vegetation where required, pest and weed control 
including removal of plants listed as noxious weeds in the Catchment and Land Protection 
Act 1994 from land within the railway reserve. NOTE: this does not apply to mature 
specimens of trees of the genus Pinus. 

 Installation or, removal or replacement of garden watering and drainage systems. 

 Regular garden maintenance including the management of trees in accordance with the 
Australian Standard: Pruning of amenity trees AS4373. 

 Non-commercial signage, lighting, security, fire safety and other safety requirements, 
provided no structural building occurs. 

 Resurfacing of existing paths and driveways, including the trail along the rail reserve 
provided that no excavation occurs. 

 Demolition and removal of non-significant buildings and structures. 

 Repair, replacement and new construction of fences and gates. 

 Erection of directional and interpretive signage. 
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APPENDIX A - CONTRIBUTORY FEATURES 
The following table provides a list of the contributory features that were viewed during the 
fieldwork carried out on 28 August 2008, as supplemented by the additional survey work 
undertaken in February and September/November 2011.  

As previously noted there are a number of bridges, embankments, cutting, crossings and other 
contributory features that were not viewed due to inaccessibility and that are not listed in this 
table. 

NOTE  

The following table is broken down into the following geographical sections:  

 Tallarook and Yea Line - Municipal boundary to Yea (1882-84) 

 (This includes the two areas over which walkover survey has been carried out) 

 Yea and Mansfield Line - Yea to Cathkin (1887-91) 

 (This includes the section surveyed by Nigel Lewis in Feb. 2011 and revisited 07.11.11) 

 Yea and Mansfield Line - Cathkin to Municipal boundary  

 Cathkin to Alexandra – incorporating the 1887-91 Yea and Mansfield Line to Alexandra 
Rd Alexandra Township Railway Extension (1908-09) 

Imperial measurements are used to describe all of the features as these were the units in which 
they were constructed. For ease of use, metric units are used for some explanatory distances.   

Where features have been identified from historic plans, their full label is transcribed from the 
plan in italics together with their chainage from the beginning of the line (one mile = 80 
Chains, 1 Chain = 100 links or 20.1168 metres). 

Tallarook and Yea Line - Municipal boundary to Yea  
 Covered by historic plans: Tallarook and Yea Line. 

 Surveyed, where stated, on 29/09/11.  

 Otherwise not surveyed since 2008. 

Feature Description 

START OF WALKOVER SURVEY SECTION ONE 

Barrel Culvert 7’0” DIA / c.10m 19c 38l 

 This location is actually served by a c. 2’ diameter concrete pipe with concrete 
facing walls at each end. This is perhaps a later construction, although it is 
unlikely that it can have been intended as a direct replacement for a 7’ culvert.  
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Feature Description 

 

 

Barrel Culvert 2’0” DIA / 10m 28c 23l – 10m 36c 66l 

 A culvert consisting of a 2’ concrete pipe 
with brick facing beneath a revetment of 
boulders. 

 

Culvert 4’0” x 1’6” 

 A cylindrical culvert, 3’ in diameter, formed by 
a concrete arch over a brick channel running 
from a vertical shaft (left) on the up-slope side 
of the rail embankment.  

The rectangular brick shaft measures c.3.5’ x 6’ 
and is approximately 9’ in depth. A low 
revetment wall stands against the embankment 
at the top of the shaft (below). 
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Feature Description 

 

Culvert 

 A c.2’ terracotta pipe approached by a brick lined channel with a narrow brick 
revetment wall standing against the embankment. This feature does not seem to 
appear on the historic railway plans and may have been constructed to 
supplement the previous culvert (positioned less than 35m away) which appears 
to have been constructed smaller than envisaged on the plans. 
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Barrel Culvert 3’0” DIA / c.10m 58c 8l 

 Brick culvert, of 3’ diameter, with a double skin brick vaulting and brick 
revetment and wing walls. Boulders have been imported at a later date, perhaps to 
prevent access. 

 

Culvert 4’0” x 1’6” 

 Large, 4’ diameter, brick culvert with double skin vault, low revetment wall above 
and short wing walls.  

 

Barrel Culvert 2’0” DIA 

 No culvert was observed at this location.  

(Ballast Pits, at 7713 Goulburn Valley Highway, Kerrisdale) 

 Reported location of ballast pits near the line, next to the track or further up the 
hill.  

These were not located during the 28.09.11 survey.  
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Barrel Culvert 2’0” DIA / c.11m 

 Small, c.2’ diameter, concrete culvert, 
apparently poured in a square mould. 
There is no revetment wall at either 
end of the culvert, but wooden planks 
have been used to line the approach on 
the down-slope side (pictured)  

Culvert 4’0” x 1’6” 

 No culvert was observed at this location.  

Barrel Culvert 4’0” DIA / 11m 5c 63l – 11m 22c 32l 

 No culvert was observed at this location. 

Barrel Culvert 4’0” DIA 

 No culvert was observed at this location. 

Culvert 3’9” x 2’3” / c.11m 25c 30l 

 Double skin brick culvert 3’ in diameter with low revetment wall and wing walls, 
similar to that at chainage c.10m 58c 8l (see above). 
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Barrel Culvert 2’0” DIA / c.11m 34c 89l 

 Double thickness brick culvert, 3’ in diameter, of similar construction to the 
above. Approached at its up-slope end via a 3’ x 2’ shaft of approximately 6’ in 
depth. The downstream outlet is surmounted by a low revetment wall and has 
short wing walls which are splayed at 90 degrees, responding to the topography of 
the embankment. 

 

 

Dog spike 

 Observed at the edge of the recently laid gravel rail trail surface.  

Grid. Ref. (WGS84) 37.08628, 145.15236 
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Barrel Culvert 2’0” DIA 

 A 2’ diameter terracotta pipe with brick facing at either end. The approach to the 
up-slope side (pictured) has been lines with concrete, probably to prevent erosion 
of the channel.  

 

Culvert 4’0” x 1’6” / c.11m 48c 38l  

A 3’ diameter single skin brick culvert accessed via a 3’ x 2’ brick shaft of 
approximately 7’ in depth which is in turn approached by a steep brick channel 
running down the rock face. This channel has been partially undermined by 
animal burrowing and is vulnerable to deterioration.  

A brick shelf has been built out from the rail embankment to partially cover the 
shaft.    

 

 

Barrel Culvert 2’0” DIA 

 No culvert was observed at this location. 
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Barrel Culvert 3’0” DIA / 11m 57c 64l 

 A double skin brick cylindrical culvert of 3’ diameter topped by a short brick 
revetment wall and flanked at each end by brick wing walls.  

 

Barrel Culvert 3’0” DIA 

 A double skin brick cylindrical culvert of 3’ diameter topped by a short brick 
revetment wall and flanked at each end by brick wing walls. Very similar to that 
at 11m 57c 64l (above). Boulders have been arranged at its down-slope end, 
perhaps to better channel run-off.  
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Barrel Culvert 3’0” DIA / 11m 69c 34l – 12m 

 No culvert was observed at this location. 

Station Ground (Kerrisdale - in front of 7579 Goulburn Valley Highway "Longlee") 

 The site features timber stumps and a ruined chimney on up-slope side of station 
site, two concrete foundations (3mx3m), fragments of concrete and metal bolts at 
the side of the rail cutting (the platform location). Remnant vegetation includes 
cypress trees, Belladonna lilies, a group of mature Pinus Radiata, Sugar Gums 
above the cutting and four Monterey Cypresses.   

Reportedly, the Kerrisdale Station house was relocated to the Kerrisdale 
Mountain Railway (7523 Goulburn Valley Highway). 

The station ground was not visited as part of the 28.09.11 survey.   

Occun Crossing 13’6” gates / c.12m 11c 3l 

 An occupation crossing carrying the railway line over an access to one of the 
adjacent properties. The bridge structure itself has been removed, but the two 
concrete abutments survive, as do the mortared stone revetment walls to either 
side of the access track.  

 

END OF WALKOVER SURVEY SECTION ONE 

Barrel Culvert 3’0” DIA / c.12m 17c 50l 

Drain in slope Bridge over road 2 OPES 25ft & 1 OPE 30ft / c.12m 40c 42l 

Culvert 4’0” x 1’6” / c.12m 46c 28l 



ARCHAEOLOGY AND HERITAGE GUIDELINES 

29 

 

(Bridge) ‘9 OPES 30ft & 1 OPE 15ft’ / c.12m 46c 28l – c.12m 60c 21l   

 Kerrisdale Bridge, King Parrot Creek, Kerrisdale 

A structure of steel girders supported on concrete piers, bridging a valley between 
high embankments. 

Not visited as part of the 28.09.11 survey.   

 

 

Culvert 4’0” x 1’6” / c.13m 1c 26l  

Occun crossing 13’6” gates 

Barrel Culvert 5’0” DIA / c.13m 14c 70l   

Culvert 4’0” x 1’6” / c.13m 46c 72l 

Culvert 4’0” x 1’6” / c.13m 51c 63l  

Occun crossing 13’6” gates / 13m 51c 63l – 13m 63c 85l 

Barrel Culvert 2’0” DIA 

Barrel Culvert 3’0” DIA 

Culvert 4’ x 1’6” / 13m 70c 80l – 14m 

Barrel Culvert 2’ DIA / c.14m 0c 94l 

Culvert 4’ x 1’6” / 14m 0c 94l – 14m 12c 45l 

Barrel Culvert 4’ DIA / 14m 12c 45l – 14m 49c 12l 

Occun crossing 13’6” gates / c.14m 49c 12l 

Barrel Culvert 3’ DIA / 14m 49c 12l – 14m 65c 62l 

(Bridge) 4 OPES 15ft / c.14m 67c 95l 

Barrel Culvert 2’ DIA / c.14m 79c 56l 

Occun crossing 13’6: gates / 15m – 15m 15c 22l  

Barrel Culvert 2’ DIA 
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(Bridge) 21 OPES 15ft / 15m 15c 22l – 15m 34c 72l (Goulburn Valley Hwy, east of Triangle 
Road intersection) 

 A small concrete and steel bridge over Dairy Creek. 

Not visited as part of the 28.09.11 survey.   

Occun crossing 13’6” gates / c.15m 34c 72l  

Culvert 3’9” x 2’3” / 15m 34c 72l – 15m 67c 13l 

Culvert 4’ x  1’6” / c.16m  

Culvert 4’ x 1’6” / 16m 20c 76l – 16m 32c 75l 

Culvert 4’ x 1’6” 

Culvert 3’9” x 2’3” / 16m 32c 75l – 17m 

Occun crossing 13’6” gates 

(Bridge) 7 OPES 10ft 

P.C.R. Crossing 18’6” gates / c.17m 28c 21l 

Culvert 4’ x 1’6” / 17m 28c 21l – 17m 44c 50l  

Culvert 4’ x 1’6” / 17m 52c 73l – 17m 63c 29l 

Occun crossing 13’6” gates / 17m 63c 29l – 18m  

Homewood Station Ground c.18m (Opposite Homewood - Ghin Ghin Rd/Goulburn Valley 
Hwy intersection) 

 A shallow cutting east of Homewood Road, with a group of mature conifers 
(Monterey Cypress). 

Not visited as part of the 28.09.11 survey.   

Culvert 2’9” x 2’3” / 18m 9c 68l – 18m 26c 85l 

Occun crossing 13’6” gates 

Culvert 4’ x 1’6” / 18m 26c 85l – 19m  

Culvert 4’ x 1’6” 

Culvert 4’ x 1’6” 

Occun crossing 13’6” gates   

Culvert 4’ x 1’6” 

Culvert 4’ x 1’6” 

Culvert 4’ x 1’6” 

Culvert 4’ x 1’6” / c.19m 26c 97l 

Barrel culvert 2’ DIA / 19m 26c 97l – 19m 67c 65l 

Occun crossing 13’6” gates 
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START OF WALKOVER SURVEY SECTION TWO 

Barrel culvert 4’ DIA 

 Large 4’ diameter brick culvert with a double skin vault, a low revetment above 
and wing walls, one of which is extended along the embankment. The culvert 
follows the course of a creek and thus runs beneath the rail embankment at a c. 
45 degree angle.  

The wing walls exhibit significant cracking and the inner skin of the brick vault is 
becoming dissociated. 

Occun crossing 13’6” gates 

 No evidence of an occupation crossing was observed in this approximate location. 
Instead a deep cutting in the rock to the east of the Bett Road/Goulburn Valley 
intersection, to the south of the road, accommodates a bend in the rail line (below 
looking east). 

The rock sides of the cutting are now largely grassed, with mature trees growing 
over the track bed. 
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Culvert 3’9” x 2’3” / 20m 17c 13l – 20m 43c 46l 

 No culvert was observed at this location. 

However, there is a dam immediately to the south of the railway embankment, 
within the rail reservation, on the far side of which a concrete pipe, similar to 
those used in places on this section of the railway line, has been employed as a 
culvert beneath an agricultural embankment (bottom).  

 

 

P.C.R. Crossing 18’6” gates 

 No evidence of a crossing was observed at this location. 

(Bridge) 7 OPES 6ft / 20m 43c 46l – 20m 56c 10l 

A concrete bridge to the east of the intersection of the Goulburn Valley Highway 
with Hamilton Rd/Racecourse Rd, comprising concrete slabs spanning four 
concrete piers between concrete abutments. The deck of the bridge has recently 
been asphalted as part of the Goulburn River High Country Rail Trail.  
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Culvert 4’ x 1’6” 

 A small (c. 2’ diameter) culvert constructed of concrete pipe blocks. The disparity 
between its size and that labelled on the historic plan suggests that it may be a 
replacement.   

 

(Bridge) 3 OPES 10ft / c.21m  

 A culvert was observed in this location, perhaps replacing a previous bridge 
indicated on the historical plan. Unfortunately it was not possible to gain access 
to the adjoining land parcel in order to inspect and record its construction.    

(Bridge) 3 OPES 15ft / 21m 7c 99l – 21m 59c 34l  

 No bridge was observed at this approximate location, but a concrete culvert may 
represent a replacement of such a structure given its size. This culvert comprises 
two c. 3’ diameter concrete pipes set in concrete facings at each side of the 
embankment.  
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Occun crossing 13’6” gates 

 No evidence of a crossing was observed, but this is the location of a low cutting 
which negotiates a bend in the railway line (below looking east).  

Culvert 4’ x 1’6” / c.21m 59c 34l 

 No culvert was observed at this location. 

Culvert 3’9” x 2’3” / c.21m 59c 34l – 22m 

 No culvert was observed at this location. 

Culvert 4’0” x 1’6” 

 No culvert was observed at this location. 

(Bridge)  5 OPES 6ft / 22m – 22m 14c 43l 

 No bridge was observed at this approximate location, but a concrete culvert may 
represent a replacement of such a structure given its size. This culvert comprises 
three c. 3’ diameter concrete pipes set in concrete facings at each side of the 
embankment.  
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Culvert 3’9” x 2’3” / 22m – 22m 14c 43l – 22m 30c 73l 

 A small, c. 2’, concrete culvert which appears 
to be of an earlier type and fabric than those 
shown above and may therefore be original 
(bottom of picture).  

As shown in the photograph, at this location 
the rail track lies at a much lower level than 
the adjacent Goulburn Valley Highway. 

Cutting  

 The track bed runs through a low cutting 
along this section of the line (picture 
looking east). 

  

Culvert 3’9” x 2’3” / 22m 30c 73l – 22m 45c 71l 

 Probable replacement culvert consisting of a 
c.3’ diameter concrete pipe with a concrete 
slab threshold. A timber rail sleeper has been 
laid over the entrance to the pipe as an 
improvised revetment.  
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P.C.R. Crossing 18’6” gates / 22m 45c 71l – 23m 

 No evidence of a crossing was observed at this location.  

(Bridge) 7OPES 15ft 

 Bridge over Boundary Creek, steel girders supported on two large concrete piers 
and abutments at each end.  

The bridge now features modern steel rails and replacement concrete decking.    

 

END OF WALKOVER SURVEY SECTION TWO 

P.C.R. Crossing 18’6” gates 

Culvert 4’ x 1’6” / c.23m 

Culvert 3’9” x 2’3” / 23m – 23m 12c 67l 

P.C.R. Crossing 18’6” gates / c.23m 18c 60l 

Culvert 3’9” x 2’3” / 23m 18c 60l – 23m 30c 97l 

P.C.R. Crossing 18’6” gates / 23m 30c 97l – c.23m 60c 

Culvert 3’9” x 2’3” 

Station Ground. Yea Railway Station (former), Station St, Yea (VHR H0771, HO2)    

 The complex comprises the station building and platform, refreshment rooms, 
parcel/storage shed and goods shed. These are set amongst Eucalyptus, with 
Peppercorn trees to the east of the station buildings. 
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End of Contract 1683 at 23m 60c 0l local, or 79m 73c 34l from Melbourne / 23m 60c 

 The historic plans may indicate the presence of a turntable to the east of the 
station site, just to the south west of Miller Road, at what would have been the 
end of the line prior to its extension in 1887.   

The site was visited on 07.11.11 but no evidence of such a facility was observed. 
The area has been heavily landscaped for the creation of the Yea Railway Park.  

The probable location of the turntable is shown below (looking west – track bed 
to right of centre).     

(35 and 41 Oliver Street, Yea) 

 Two railway cottages. 35 Oliver St is a c.1950s ‘snail’ house, whilst 41 Oliver St is a 
late 19th century railway house. 

Not surveyed 29.09.11. 

Yea and Mansfield Line - Yea to Cathkin 
 Historic plans are available but the information from them has not been included as part of 

the works to date.  

 Surveyed by Nigel Lewis 19/11/11 and revisited 07/11/11.  

 Otherwise not surveyed, except where stated, since 2008. 

 Feature Description 

SECTION SURVEYED BY NIGEL LEWIS 19/02/11 (Revisited 07/11/11) 

Old boiler (next to pumping station at 6489 Melba Highway) 

 An old horizontal boiler stands at the 
side of the rail reserve on improvised 
legs. This was probably associated with 
early water supply to Yea.  

Nigel Lewis recorded a brick scatter at 
this location, but this was not observed 
during the recent survey, perhaps owing 
to the long grass.  
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Bridges (crossing billabongs and the Yea River) 

 Nigel Lewis recorded concrete abutments and piers associated with four bridges 
across billabongs and the Yea River. These have since been reconstructed, with 
new steel girders supporting concrete slabs and safety rails, for the Goulburn River 
High Country Rail Trail. 

Lewis records the bridges as Bridge 18 (54.9m long), Bridge 19 (54.9m) Bridge 
20 (27.5m) and Bridge 21 (over the Yea River, 182.9m).   
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Section of intact track formation (to east of Yea River) 

 Lewis records a section of intact track formation, including a large cutting, to the 
east of Yea River. This has been obscured by resurfacing associated with the 
construction of the rail trail, but the cutting is evident, and this may have also 
been employed as a quarry for rail ballast.  

Possible siding site and remnants of possible railway building 

 A series of stacks of rails and remnants of a large timber building, which remain to 
each side of the rail embankment, have been interpreted as indicating the possible 
site of rail sidings and a rail shed (Lewis 2011). 
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Dog spike  

 Observed embedded in the recently 
laid gravel rail trail surface (pen 
shown for scale). 

Grid. Ref. (WGS84) 37.14060, 
145.27503  

Rare intact bridge  

 Approximately 450m to the south west of Frog Ponds Road, Lewis records a rare 
intact bridge retaining its original steel girders and concrete decking. Despite the 
recent addition of steel safety rails, the recent survey showed the bridge, which 
spans three concrete piers between concrete abutments, to have retained these 
features, and it remains an excellent example for interpretive purposes.  
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Cheviot Station Site (600m north east of Limestone Rd/Cheviot Rd intersection) 

 The main features of the station site are a dilapidated goods shed on a concrete 
pad (the sign on its south west face was not legible but may be that recorded in 
2008 as reading ‘Gisborne Building’) and an intact weighbridge with the labels 
‘16 Tons, No 733’ and ‘Hawke and Co Kapunda SA’. The line of three Pinus 
Radiata to the west of station (on the south eastern side of the track bed) and the 
large clump of Monterey Cypress trees to the south of Goods Shed also remain, 
but the concrete foundation walls recorded amongst the latter were not apparent.  

The brick drain recorded to the west of the goods shed in 2008 was not visible, 
but this may be attributable to the site’s use, at the time of survey, for bulk storage 
of the aggregate used in construction of the rail trail. 
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Culvert  

 A culvert comprising three 3’ concrete pipes.  

 

Bridge, approximately 1.5km to the north east of Cheviot Station 

 A bridge, comprising two concrete piers between abutments. The deck appears to 
have been replaced as part of the recent rail trail work but the steel girder is 
original.    

 

Series of cuttings  

 The line runs through four large cuttings between Cheviot Station and Cheviot 
Tunnel, testament to the topographical obstacles in response to which the latter 
was constructed.    

(That pictured is c.2.5km north east of Cheviot Station, looking north east).  
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Cheviot Tunnel (HO7, National Trust Register B5486) 

 A brick lined tunnel, 201m in length with a 
horseshoe-shaped cross section, which has brick 
revetment walls featuring decorative stone courses at 
each end. The 2008 survey recorded some sleepers 
surviving in situ at the south western entrance to the 
tunnel, although these appear to have been removed 
when the surface was asphalted as part of the rail 
trail works, but otherwise the tunnel is in excellent 
condition.  

Inside the tunnel, a series of recessed refuges lie 
along its south eastern side. A concrete pipe directs 
surface water down a brick channel on the northern 
side of the tunnel entrance. 

A large interpretation board at the south west 
approach to the tunnel relates historical information 
on the construction of the tunnel and the Tallarook 
Mansfield Rail Line in general. 

 

END OF SECTION SURVEYED BY NIGEL LEWIS 19/02/11  
(Revisited 07/11/11) 

Balham Siding site (North of intersection of Cheviot Road and Native Dog Road) 

 No evidence for this feature was noted in 2008.  

The site could not be accessed during the 07.11.11 survey owing to rail trail 
construction at the site. 

Bridge (1km north of Cheviot/Native Dog intersection) 

 A bridge comprising four concrete piers and abutments for which the deck has 
recently (since 2008) been reconstructed as part of the Goulburn River High 
Country Rail Trail.  
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Molesworth Station (Behind 4347-4359 Goulburn Valley Highway) 

 The site of the former station (upper image) is marked by remnant orchard, 
including a jonquils patch, and a broken concrete pad foundation remains next to 
former track edge, or which some bolts remain.  

The route of the rail trail runs to the south of the station site, passing instead 
through the former cattle yard (lower image). This is a rectangular area, 
approximately 55m x 20m in size, which was excavated into the rock of the hill side 
(see image below), and exhibits some mortared stone work as shoring around its 
edges.   

This area, which is surrounded by a buffer of trees including Monterey pines, is 
currently used for bulk storage of aggregate for the rail trail.  

Bridge (south of Goulburn Valley Hwy, West of Molesworth Dropmore Road in Goulburn 
River Basin)  

 Constructed of concrete piers with steel girders and central deck intact. 
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Bridge (south of Goulburn Valley Hwy, West of Molesworth Dropmore Road in Goulburn 
River Basin) 

 Its concrete piers survive but the deck has been removed. 

Bridge (south of Goulburn Valley Hwy in Goulburn River Basin) 

 Constructed in timber. 

Bridge (on Baynes Road) 

 Constructed of concrete piers and steel girders, partly disassembled, with the deck 
removed 

Cathkin Station (Maroondah Link Hwy, Goulburn Valley Hwy, Cathkin, south east of 
intersection) 

 Small corrugated galvanised iron shed on a platform mound, Timber buffer, cherry 
tree near road, fenced in barbed wire 

Yea and Mansfield Line - Cathkin to Municipal boundary 
 Covered by historic plans: Yea and Mansfield Line (Cathkin to Mansfield).  

 Not surveyed, except where stated, since 2008.  

Feature Description 

(Site of) bridge over railway line at Junction of Maroondah Highway (C516) with Maroondah 
Link Highway (B300)  

PCR Crossing 

Yarck Station Site (Behind Keaths Earthmovers)  

 An extant corrugated metal goods and the remnants of the associated 
platform survive on the south east side of the line. On the opposite side, 
the passenger platform survives as an earth embankment along with a 
row of concrete posts which supported the wooden revetment wall. 
Three mature Monterey pines lie on the western boundary, to the east 
of which is a wooden shelter in the final stages of collapse, and two 
mature Monterey Cypress are south of this shelter.   

To the east of the station ground, the single track passed over a short 
bridge, the timber bents of which remain in place, although they are in 
a very poor condition. The development of this section of the former 
railway line for the Goulburn River High Country Rail Trail looks to 
be imminent, and this should be considered for retention.  

To the south of the rail bridge stands a wooden bridge (lower picture) 
of probable early 20th century date. A road diversion marked on the 
historic plans may have taken the road across this bridge.  
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Feature Description 

 

 

PCR Crossing (Yarck Road/Wrights Lane) 

Log culvert 7’6” x 2’8” (Opposite Park Road? – probably for the highway not the railway)  

Log culvert 8’ ??? (250m north east of Dugald Road? – probably for the highway not the 
railway) 

Log culvert 12’0” x 2’6” (850m north east of Dugald Road? – probably for the highway not the 
railway) 

Log culvert 6’ x 4’  (1,150m north east of Dugald Road? – probably for the highway not the 
railway) 

PCR Crossing (Unmarked track, 6801 Maroondah Highway)  

Log culvert 17’5” x 5’5” (– probably for the highway not the railway) 

PCR Crossing (Upper Middle Creek Road/Creightons Lane) 

Log culvert 9’6” x 4’0” (Between Creightons Lane and Parsons Road, East of Maroondah Hwy – 
probably for the highway not the railway) 

 Bridge: Concrete piers and some steel girders survive  

Log culvert 9’0” x 4’5” (Between Creightons Lane and Parsons Road, East of Maroondah Hwy – 
probably for the highway not the railway) 

 Bridge: timber 

PCR Crossing (Parsons Road)   

Log culvert 3’6” x 2’0” (Between Parsons Road and Lundys Lane. East of Maroondah Hwy – 
probably for the highway not the railway) 

 Bridge: timber 
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Feature Description 

PCR Crossing (Lundys Lane) 

Log culvert 16’8” x 2’8” ( – probably for the highway not the railway) 

(No Label - Kanumbra Station Ground, South of Lorton Vale Lane off Maroondah Hwy) 

 Kanumbra Station: Remnant 
fruit trees, Group of 
Monterey Pines on western 
side, Remains of Platform on 
either side (Heritage Study 
2008).  

PCR Crossing (Lorton Vale Lane)  

PCR Crossing (Durham Lane) 

Bridge over road (Farm track to east of 114 McGuigans Road) 

(Numerous gullies – how crossed?) 

PCR Crossing (McGuigans Road) 

(Numerous gullies – how crossed?) 

PCR Crossing (Meyland Lane) 

PCR Crossing (at convergence of railway corridor, Maroondah Highway and Meyland Road) 

 Cathkin to Alexandra 
(Incorporating Cathkin to Alexandra Rd section of the original line, plus the Alexandra 
Township extension of 1909)  

 Historic plans available as far as Alexandra Rd, but the information from them has not been 
included as part of the works to date.  

 Not surveyed since 2008.  

Feature Description 

Cathkin Turntable 

 Retains central pin and two sections of concrete wall. It is approached 
via a low embankment.  

Cutting (Maroondah Link Hwy and Goulburn Valley Hwy, West of intersection) 

 Large cutting 

Bridge (near 3318 Goulburn Valley Hwy) 

 Constructed in timber 

Bridge (Goulburn Valley Hwy, just west of Maroondah Hwy intersection) 

 Timber 
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Koriella Station (North-west corner of Goulburn Valley Hwy & Spring Creek Rd) 

 Comprises an excavated area including a sheep yard lined with 
Monterey Pines and a peppercorn tree. Old sleepers lie on the ground.  

Victoria Gap 

 A massive curved cutting through stone at top of hill overlooking 
Alexandra 

Alexandra Station complex (Station Street, Alexandra) 

 The site of approximately 1ha comprises the main station building and 
platform, sheds moved to the site from nearby Cathkin and 
Molesworth railway stations, a former goods shed and a locomotive 
engine shed, together with displays of machinery and a high lead winch, 
signals, and several sections of narrow and broad gauge railway lines. 
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APPENDIX B - STATION SITE MAPS 
The following maps show the location of the former railway station grounds in Murrindindi 
Shire, as well as the locations of the three railway houses (35 & 41 Oliver Street, Yea and 19 
Station Street, Alexandra). The precinct boundaries between the stations have not been 
mapped as they simply correspond with the extent of the rail reserve. 
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APPENDIX C – HERITAGE LEGISLATION 

State Legislation 
The Heritage Act 1995 establishes a legislative framework for heritage protection in Victoria, 
replacing the Historic Buildings Act 1981, the Historic Shipwrecks Act 1981 and part of the 
Archaeological and Aboriginal Relics Preservation Act 1971.  Non-compliance with the laws 
determined in the Heritage Act 1995 attracts serious penalties, including hefty fines and 
imprisonment.  

The Act provides protection for a wide range of cultural heritage places and objects, including:  

 historic archaeological sites and artefacts;  

 historic buildings, structures and precincts;  

 gardens, trees and cemeteries;  

 cultural landscapes;  

 shipwrecks and relics; and  

 significant objects 

Archaeological Sites/Relics 
The Act defines an archaeological site or relic as: 

 any archaeological deposit; or 

 any artefact, remains or material evidence associated with an archaeological deposit which - 

- relates to the non-Aboriginal settlement or visitation of the area or any part of the area 
which now comprises Victoria; and 

- is 50 or more years old, but does not include the remains of a ship or an article 
associated with a ship. 

The Act provides for an inventory of all known archaeological sites to be maintained by the 
Executive Director of Heritage Victoria called the Victorian Heritage Inventory (VHI).   

Under Section 127 of the Heritage Act 1995, it is an offence to damage or disturb unregistered 
relics and unregistered archaeological sites (i.e. sites listed on the HI and unknown 
archaeological sites):  

 A person must not knowingly or negligently deface or damage or otherwise interfere with 
an archaeological relic or carry out an act likely to endanger an archaeological relic except in 
accordance with a consent issued under section 129. 

 A person must not knowingly uncover or expose an archaeological relic or disturb or 
excavate any land for the purpose of uncovering or discovering an archaeological relic except 
in accordance with consent issued under section 129. 

 A person is not guilty of an offence under this section if he or she picks up or collects an 
archaeological relic exposed in or on the surface of land in Victoria. 

Under Section 132 of the Heritage Act 1995, the discovery of relics is to be reported: 

 A person who discovers an archaeological relic must as soon as practicable report the 
discovery to the Executive Director or an inspector unless he or she has reasonable cause to 
believe that the relic is recorded in the Heritage Register. 
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 If an archaeological relic is discovered in the course of any construction or excavation on 
any land, the person in charge of the construction or excavation must as soon as practicable 
report the discovery to the Executive Director. 

 It is a defence to any proceedings under this section in relation to an archaeological relic if 
the defendant did not know or could not reasonably have been expected to know that the 
relic was an archaeological relic. 

The Act provides for a Register of all places and objects assessed to be of State Cultural 
Heritage Significance called the Heritage Register.  

Under Section 64 of the Heritage Act 1995 certain activities [to a registered place or registered 
object] are prohibited: 

 A person must not -  

- remove or demolish; 

- damage or despoil; or 

- alter a registered object. 

Permits 
A permit must be obtained prior to any works being undertaken on a place or object on the 
Heritage Register or on the Heritage Inventory, though exemptions can apply.   

Under Section 67 of the Heritage Act 1995 a person may apply to the Executive Director for a 
permit to carry out works or activities in relation to a registered place or registered object. 

 An application must -  

- be accompanied by the prescribed fee; and 

- if the applicant is not the owner, include the consent of the owner of the registered place 
or registered object in the prescribed form. 

Under Section 129 of the Heritage Act 1995, the Executive Director may issue consents [for 
places on the VHI and unlisted archaeological sites]: 

 A person may apply for a consent authorising him or her -  

- to uncover or expose an archaeological relic; 

- to excavate any land for the purpose of discovering, uncovering or moving an 
archaeological relic;  

- to deface or damage or otherwise interfere with an archaeological relic or carry out an act 
likely to endanger an archaeological relic;  

- to possess an archaeological relic for the purposes of sale; or 

- to buy or sell an archaeological relic. 

Heritage Victoria further defines sites listed on the VHI as ‘H’ or ‘D’ listed where ‘D’ refers to 
a site that is considered to have no archaeological significance.  Consent is not required to 
undertake works on or remove a ‘D’ listed site.  



ARCHAEOLOGY AND HERITAGE GUIDELINES 

61 

Planning and Environment Act 1987 
The requirement for local heritage conservation in Victoria is through the provisions contained 
in the Planning and Environment Act 1987 (PEA).  

Section 1(d) of the Act states that one of the objectives of planning in Victoria is to conserve 
and enhance those buildings, areas or other places which are of scientific, aesthetic, 
architectural or historical interest.  The PEA allows local governments to introduce a Heritage 
Overlay to regulate the development of land that is identified to possess heritage values.  

Generally the HO for a local council includes all places with a recognised citation (i.e. listed on 
the Register of the National Estate, the National Trust and those identified in local heritage 
studies), but also those that have been recommended for planning scheme protection by the 
Heritage Council and all those listed on the Victorian Heritage Register.   

Permits are required to make alterations to a place on the Heritage Overlay.  

National Legislation 
National heritage legislation has been drawn together under the one Act; the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999, which formally (until 2003) included historic 
heritage. The EPBC Act (s. 528) defines ‘heritage value’ as: 

… the place’s natural and cultural environment having aesthetic, historic or social significance, 
or other significance, for current and future generations of Australians. 

The amending and accompanying legislation - Australian Heritage Council Act 2003 and the 
Australian Heritage Council (Consequential and Transitional Provisions) Act 2003 - replaced the 
statutorily-independent Australian Heritage Commission with the Australian Heritage Council 
and established two new heritage registers:  

 the National Heritage List, which lists natural, indigenous and historic places of 
‘outstanding’ national and world heritage significance; and  

 the Commonwealth Heritage List, which lists Australian Government owned or controlled 
places of ‘significant’ heritage importance.  

Statutory recognition of the Government’s pre-existing Register of the National Estate (RNE) 
maintained by the former Australian Heritage Commission was continued.  The RNE 
currently lists over 13 000 sites, of which some 75 per cent are historic places. Those places 
include sites of national, State and local significance.   
 
The EPBC Act contains numerous offences and provides for substantial penalties for actions 
affecting both National and Commonwealth Heritage places. In relation to heritage, the main 
offence relates to actions that may affect a place’s heritage value without approval.  

Heritage Bodies 
Australia ICOMOS - the Australian chapter of the International Council on Monuments and 
Sites - has been important to the development of government policies and legislation for the 
conservation of historic heritage places in Australia.  In particular, it has developed and 
subsequently refined the Burra Charter, which sets out ‘best practice’ principles for cultural 
heritage professionals to use in the assessment of heritage values and of their conservation.  The 
criteria set out by the Charter for assessing significance forms the basis of criteria used for 
formal listing by governments in Australia and overseas. It is designed to assist ‘case-by-case’ 
enunciation of heritage values. 

National Trust of Australia - The formation of the National Trust of Australia dates back to 
1945 in response to the destruction of old colonial buildings for site redevelopment in Sydney.  
The National Trust State chapters are backed by State legislation in four States, but not in 
Victoria.  Each State chapter maintains a register of significant sites. 
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TELEPHONE  61.3.9852.8940              FACSIMILE   61.3.9852.8420 
0418 303 296                                           n.lewis@bigpond.net.au    
 
 
HERITAGE IMPACT REPORT  
 
H7923-00511 - YEA TO MANSFIELD RAILWAY 
Shire of Murrindindi 
 
GOULBURN RIVER HIGH COUNTRY RAIL TRAIL 
 
FINAL REPORT  1 March 2011 
 
 
1  Introduction and findings summary 
 
This report has been commissioned by Gary Smethurst, Rail Trail Project Officer, Goulburn 
River High Country Rail Trail. 
 
It has been undertaken to review the degree of disturbance on archaeological values noted 
on the Site Record (SR) for H7923-00511, and to determine heritage impact on all the values 
noted on this SR.  This Site Record only covers the 3 km from Yea. 
 
This final report follows an interim report to assess the disturbance resulting from urgent 
scraping works, prepared on 25 February 2011.  These scraping works are being undertaken 
to assess the impact of the Rail Trail on legless lizard species. 
 
This report only addressed the issues of this impact, and did not address the impact on other 
cultural artefacts and structures of cultural significance, such as bridges etc.  These are 
covered in this final report. 
 
Section 4 of the Interim Report found that an application for Consent from Heritage Victoria is 
not required for the initial works. 
 
Many of the features on the line are described in the Murrindindi Heritage Study 2008, 
prepared by Context Pty Ltd, see Appendix Three.  This included Heritage Guidelines 
specifically for the railway, and also recommended the entire line as a Heritage Overlay.  
Even where a permit is not required, it is recommended that this report be forwarded to the 
Shire, and that they are consulted about this project.   
 
The Heritage Guidelines have been cited in the Goulburn River High Country Rail Trail 
Construction Environment Management Plan (CEMP).  These documents have been 
consulted in the preparation of this report, along with the Heritage Guidelines. 
 
 
2  Procedures 
 
The survey covered the section from the Melba Highway east of Yea to the Cheviot Tunnel.  
The main features on this section are the track formation, associated cuttings and viaducts, 
culverts, bridges with decking, bridge beams, bridge piers and abutments, the Cheviot Tunnel 
and the Cheviot Station site. 
 
Section 1 The track formation between the Melba Highway crossing and the Yea River  
 
The track formation between the Melba Highway crossing and the Yea River was assessed 
on foot by a visual inspection on 19 February.  In addition a 200 mm deep section was 
prepared to establish the composition of the track ballast.   
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This is the only section covered by the site record.  
 
Section 2  Yea River crossing to Limestone Road 
 
The undisturbed section of the track formation immediately east of the Yea River was 
surveyed in the same manner.  The section east of this section to Limestone Road was  
not surveyed as it has been reformed into a roadway. 
 
Section 3  Section 3 Cheviot Station site 
 
Only the main features were surveyed. 
 
Section 4  Cheviot Station to Cheviot Tunnel 
 
Only sample surveys were undertaken. 
 
Section 5  Cheviot Tunnel, cutting and surrounds 
 
The main features were surveyed. 
 
Note Sections 2, 3 4 and 5 are outside the area covered by the Site Record.   
 
 
3  Main features 
 
Section 1  The track formation between the Melba Highway crossing and the Yea River  
 
This section is approximately 3 km in length.  At the north end is the site of the level crossing 
across the Melba Highway.  At the southern end are concrete bridge abutments and concrete 
piers associated with partially demolished bridges across a series of billabongs and finally the 
Yea River.  
 
The only items of significance along this section of the track are the ballast formation, and two 
medium sized concrete culverts, dating from the 1930s – 1950s. 
 
The ballast is largely composed of local crushed rock, averaging 30 – 50 mm with fines, a 
smaller size than the common 50 – 75 mm basalt ballast used on most lines.  It is mainly a 
red coloured sedimentary rock common to this area, as well as some quartz river stones and 
broken quartz, possibly from mining operations.   
 
This gives the track formation a local character. 
 
No track remains in place on this section, or anywhere surveyed.  No dog spikes (tracking 
studs on the Site Record) were found on this section.  Only several sleeper remnants were 
found. 
 
All the other site features listed on the Site Record (SR) were off the track formation other 
than for a photograph of one dog spike. 
 
Next to the current Goulburn Water pump near the road crossing is an early horizontal boiler, 
relocated on some improvised legs.  It is presumed to be associated with an earlier Yea water 
supply pump.  It was shown on the Site Record photograph with brick scatter.  Other features 
shown on the Site Record were a house site and a shearing shed, but these were also not 
located on the rail reservation. 
 
 
Section 2  Yea River crossing to Limestone Road 
 
This includes the bridge crossings across the Yea River and associated billabongs.  These 
are Bridge18 = 54.9m long, Bridge 19 = 54.9m long, Bridge 20 = 27.5m long , and Bridge 21 
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(Yea River) = 182.9m long .  These comprises concrete abutments and concrete piers for the 
bridges but no beams or decking survive.  All the concrete bridges and culverts date from the 
1950s, and coincide with the construction of the Eildon weir bridge of 1954.  This curving 
track formation includes three viaducts disconnected from the surveyed track and these may 
have retained significant archaeological features.   
 
To the east of the Yea River is a short section of intact track formation before road 
construction has destroyed the original surface.  This includes a large cutting.  There appears 
to be a siding site at the eastern end of this section with a large stack of rails and a pile of 
timber building materials, the remnants of a large early timber building.  This may have been 
a railways structure. 
 
The next section is a private roadway that extends almost to Limestone Road.  The most 
important feature of this is a rare intact bridge, as most other bridges have lost their decking 
and steel beams, apparently sold for scrap. This bridge comprises four spans supported by  
steel beams, cross members and the concrete decking.  This provides an excellent model for 
bridge reconstructions, except where only the original beams survive, see note below.  
 
Section 3 Cheviot Station site 
 
The main features are some remnants of the platform formation, an operating weigh bridge, a 
dilapidated goods shed dating from the 1940s, and three mature Pinus radiate  and a clump 
of Monterey Cypress pines. These features are more fully described in the Murrindindi 
Heritage Study 2008, see Appendix Three.   
 
The Cheviot Station site is situated approximately 600m north-east of the Cheviot 
Road/Limestone Road intersection (along Cheviot Road). The site retains a dilapidated 
Goods Shed on a concrete pad which still bears a faded sign reading “Gisborne Building”. An 
intact truck weighbridge is sited just north of the Goods Shed. The embossed structure reads 
‘16 Tons No 733 Hawke and Co Kapunda SA’. It was made by HB Hawke & Co Engineering 
of Kapunda, South Australia, which operated from 1857 to 1983. Much of the site remains 
covered in blue-metal. West of the Goods Shed a brick viaduct/drain runs beneath the 
embankment. South of the railway cutting, a large cluster of Monterey Cypresses surround 
concrete foundation walls. There is a line of three mature Monterey Pines south-west of the 
station site. 
 
Section 4  Cheviot Station to Cheviot Tunnel 
 
This long section has numerous culverts and a bridge with surviving steel beams and cross 
members.  Set on a slightly curved section of track, each of the three spans are set on a 
slightly different alignment.  The heavy steel beams and cross bracing are particularly 
impressive, and have outstanding interpretative potential. Elsewhere there may be some 
remnant track works, such as sleepers etc., as this section was not surveyed except for some 
sample sections.  Along the track perimeter are some original or early fence posts.   
 
Section 5  Cheviot Tunnel, cutting and surrounds 
 
The tunnel has been the subject of previous heritage assessments (including Murrindindi 
Heritage Study 2008 in the following extract) and has existing heritage protection HO 7.  It 
should be noted however, that this section contains a series of insitu sleepers within the 
cutting on the west side of the tunnel.  In addition, the access road over the tunnel also has 
some early fence posts associated with the railway.  Within the tunnel are projecting spikes 
that were used for supporting lanterns during construction. 
 
The Cheviot Tunnel was constructed of brick in a horse-shoe cross-section with bluestone 
dressing at the end of the tunnel. It is 250 meters (sic) long, with most of the rails and 
sleepers removed, though some sleepers remain at the southern entrance. 
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4  Heritage impact 
 
4.1  Track surface 
 
It is proposed to make a light scrape of the track formation to undertake the legless lizard 
survey, and to begin surface preparation for the trial. 
 
The light scraping of the ballast will have little impact on the values of this linear site.  The 
ballast is quite deep.  The humus material should be kept separate from the ballast material 
as far as possible.  This is to enable clean ballast material to be able to be used for the trail 
surface and not bring in new material.  The small grade of the ballast combined with fines 
would appear to make it suitable for track surfacing.  This would keep the historic local 
character. 
 
Any sleeper should be retained insitu and ballast fines graded over them. 
 
The minimal disturbance means that Consent is not required for these initial works. 
 
 
4.2  Bridges and culverts 
 
Specifications have been provided for bridge reconstruction.  Where these are for bridges that 
only retain abutments and piers these are entirely appropriate and reflect, in a modern 
manner, the original design.   
 
For bridges that retain the steel beams such as the example near the tunnel shown in Section 
4, a light weight semi-transparent mesh suitable for bicycle tyres (possibly 25 by 25 by 3 
galvanised mesh) would be desirable as this would allow the steel frame to remain visible and 
encourage cyclists to dismount and inspect it from below. 
 
The intact bridge west of Limestone Road should not be altered, other than for the addition of 
standard handrails.  
 
4.2  Cheviot Station 
 
More work is required to survey the features of the site and develop a plan to conserve the 
significant features, including trees.   
 
4.3  Cheviot Tunnel 
 
Other than for the sleepers to be retained insitu as discussed above, the work on 
waterproofing the portals and providing lighting has to be referred to the Shire of Murrindindi 
for approval as this site is covered by HO 7 of the Murrindindi Planning Scheme.  More work 
is required to survey the features of the site and develop a plan to conserve the significant 
features, including fencing. 
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APPENDIX ONE   AERIAL PHOTOS 
 
Section 1  The track formation between the Melba Highway crossing and the Yea River  
 

 
AP 1.1 Goulburn water pump station with white roof at left, shearing shed in middle  
 

 
AP 1.2 
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AP 1.3 
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AP 1.4  Curved viaduct leading to bridges 
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Section 2  Yea River crossing to Limestone Road 
 

 
AP 2.1  - possible siding site at RHS where roadway starts 
 
Section 3 Cheviot Station site 
 

 
AP 3.1
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Section 4  Cheviot Station to Cheviot Tunnel 
 

 
AP 4.1 
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AP 4.2 
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Section 5  Cheviot Tunnel, cutting and surrounds 
 

 
AP 5.1 
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APPENDIX E - TOPOGRAPHICAL MAPS (1:30,000) 
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APPENDIX F – VICTORIAN RAILWAYS HISTORIC PLANS  

a) Murrindindi Shire boundary to Yea 
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b) Yea to Alexandra  
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c) Cathkin to Murrindindi Shire boundary 
 

 












